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Place	of	the	Stars	-	Sterrewag	-	Indawo	Yeenkwenkwezi

Welcome	to	the	second	edition	of	Igamirodi	!khaes	("Place	of	the	Stars"),	the

Faculty	of	Health	Sciences	(FHS)	newsletter	for	2025.

From	April	to	early	September,	our	faculty	has	been	alive	with	achievement	and

impact	—	from	the	much-anticipated	Spring	graduation	ceremony	to	career-

defining	recognition	of	our	staff	and	students.	A	special	highlight	was	the

University	of	Cape	Town	(UCT)	Open	Day,	where	Health	Sciences	hosted	a

dynamic	event	to	inspire	learners	to	choose	our	undergraduate	programmes.	Our

students	shone	as	proud	ambassadors,	creating	a	campus	experience	that	was

welcoming,	engaging	and	memorable.

This	issue	captures	the	heartbeat	of	the	FHS:	community	initiatives;	research	and

innovation;	teaching	and	learning	in	action;	inaugural	lectures;	personal	stories;

and	a	thought-provoking	reflection	on	leadership	in	health,	to	name	a	few.	Each

piece	is	a	reminder	of	the	many	ways	our	faculty	continues	to	grow,	connect	and

make	a	difference.

We’d	love	to	hear	your	feedback	and	stories	at	FHSNews@uct.ac.za	—

especially	from	PASS	(professional,	administrative	support	and	service)

colleagues,	whose	voices	are	essential	to	our	shared	journey.

	

The	joys	of	spring:	September	graduation	2025

The	September	graduation	ceremony	was	a	jubilant	affair,	and	we	congratulate	all
qualifiers	on	their	perseverance	and	dedication.	Also	conferred	were	FHS	staff
members	(both	academic	and	PASS)	—	the	shining	example	of	continuous
learning.	In	addition,	UCT	awarded	two	honorary	doctorates	during	the	Health
Sciences	ceremony:	one	to	Dr	Mohammed	Cassiem	D'arcy	(Doctor	of	Medicine)
and	one	to	Mr	Shuaib	Chalklen	(Doctor	of	Social	Science),	for	their	resilience	and
services	to	humanity.	View	the	photo	gallery.

	

Professor	Emerita	Valerie
Mizrahi	elected	as	honorary
member	of	American	Academy	of
Arts	and	Sciences

We	are	delighted	about	Professor
Emerita	Valeir	Mizrahi's	election	as
an	honorary	member	of	the	American
Academy	of	Arts	and
Sciences.	Professor	Mizrahi	is	the
former	director	of	the	IDM	(Institute	of
Infectious	Disease	and	Molecular
Medicine)	and	a	world-renowned
tuberculosis	researcher.	She	will	travel
to	Boston	in	October	for	her
induction.	Read	more.

Professor	Kelly	Chibale	elected	to
USA	National	Academy	of	Sciences

	

Professor	Kelly	Chibale	—	one	of
Africa’s	leading	scientists	in	the	field	of
drug	discovery	and	a	full	member	of	the
IDM	—	has	been	elected	as	a	member
of	the	United	States	of	America's	(USA)
National	Academy	of	Sciences.
Induction	into	this	academy	is	one	of	the
highest	distinctions	for	a	scientist.	Read
more.	

Student	Curriculum	Lekgotla	awarded	2025	international	Patil	Innovation
Award

The	FHS	Student	Curriculum	Lekgotla	(SCL)	was	awarded	the	2025	Patil
Innovation	Award	at	the	International	Association	for	Health	Professions
Education	(AMEE)	conference	in	Barcelona	—	one	of	the	most	prestigious	global
recognitions	in	health	professions	education.	Convened	in	2023	by	medical
student	Sayuran	Pillay,	the	SCL	is	an	FHS	student–staff	partnership	platform	that
draws	on	African	dialogic	traditions	of	assemblies,	designed	to	make	student
engagement	in	curriculum	transformation	structured,	values-driven	and	justice-
oriented.	Photo:	Supplied.

Professor	Johannes	Fagan	inducted
into	ENT	Hall	of	Distinction,	USA

Professor	Johannes	Fagan,	who	led
the	Division	of	Otorhinolaryngology
(ENT)	for	22	years	until	his	retirement	in
2024,	has	been	inducted	into	the
American	Academy	of	Otolaryngology–
Head	and	Neck	Surgery	and
Foundation
(AAO-HNS/F)	Hall	of	Distinction.	Read
more.

Professor	Alison	September	elected
and	inducted	into	National	Academy
of	Kinesiology,	USA

Professor	Alison	September,	deputy
director	of	HPALS	(Health	Through
Physical	Activity,	Lifestyle	and	Sport)	in
the	Department	of	Human	Biology,	was
elected	and	inducted	into	the	esteemed
National	Academy	of	Kinesiology
(NAK)	in	the	USA.	Election	as	a	fellow
of	the	NAK	is	one	of	the	highest
honours	for	a	scientist	in	the	field	of
kinesiology	and	exercise	science
physiology.	Read	her	biography.	Photo:
Supplied.

	

Two	Health	Sciences	PhD	scholars	earn	prestigious	Mawazo	Fellowship

A	huge	toast	to	Dr	Imen	Ayouni	(left,	Department	of	Paediatrics	and	Child	Health
and	Vaccines	for	Africa	Initiative)	and	Adijat	Ozohu	Jimoh	(right,	Division	of
Immunology),	who	form	part	of	a	cohort	of	five	UCT	PhD	scholars	who	were
awarded	the	prestigious	Mawazo	Fellowship	—	a	15-month	non-residential
fellowship	for	African	women	undertaking	PhD	research	on	the	continent.	Read
more	about	the	fellowship	and	their	research.	

Third-year	students	take	gold	at	Surgical	Hackathon

We	are	immensely	proud	of	third-year	medical	students	Ludolph
Pedro,	Bunono	Fans,	Wanda	Madasa,	Rahul	Rama-Panchia	and	Simphiwe
Malinga	who	won	gold	in	the	Surgical	Hackathon	held	on	the	Health	Sciences
campus	in	April.	The	group,	known	as	Street	Smartz,	developed	an	artificial
intelligence	(AI)-driven	app	that	teaches	children	about	bodily	autonomy,	consent,
unsafe/safe	touch,	secrets	and	boundaries.	Read	more.

King's	honour	for	Professor	Lucie
Cluver

Professor	Lucie	Cluver	—	honorary
professor	in	the	Department	of
Psychiatry	and	Mental	Health	and
professor	of	Child	and	Family	Social
Work	at	the	University	of	Oxford	—	was
appointed	an	Officer	of	the	Order	of	the
British	Empire	(OBE)	in	the	2025
King’s	Birthday	Honours	List.	The
decoration	acknowledges	her
exceptional	contributions	to	the	well-
being	of	children	and	global	public
health.	Read	more.

Professor	Nicky	Mulder	joins	Global
Alliance	for	Genomics	and	Health
executive	team	

Professor	Nicky	Mulder	will	serve	as
Vice-Chair	of	the	board	of	directors	for
the	Global	Alliance	for	Genomics	and
Health	(GA4GH)	executive	team.
Professor	Mulder	is	a	full	member	of	the
IDM	and	has	dedicated	more	than	a
decade	to	the	GA4GH's	mission	and
vision.	Read	more.	Photo:	Supplied.

Dr	Gilad	Shorer	awarded	coveted
Gates	Cambridge	Scholarship

Dr	Gilad	Shorer,	a	class	of	2022
medical	graduate,	will	become	one	of
95	people	(and	the	only	South	African)
to	join	the	esteemed	Gates	Cambridge
Scholarship	programme	at	the
University	of	Cambridge,	starting	in
October	2025.	He	will	pursue	a	Master
of	Philosophy	in	translating	devices	and
advanced	therapies	research.	Read
more.
	

Professor	Anthony	Figaji	earns	Oppenheimer	Fellowship	Award

Professor	Anthony	Figaji,	head	of	the	Paediatric	Neurosurgery	Service	at	Red
Cross	War	Memorial	Children's	Hospital,	has	secured	the	Harry	Oppenheimer
Fellowship	Award	—	the	Oppenheimer	Memorial	Trust’s	most	prestigious	grant.
He	was	awarded	this	funding	in	recognition	of	his	exceptional	contributions	to
treating	brain	injuries	in	children.	Read	more.		

Professor	Bruce	Biccard	receives
A-rating	for	research

	

Professor	Bruce	Biccard,	Second
Chair	in	the	Department	of	Anaesthesia
and	Perioperative	Medicine,	has
received	an	A-rating	from	the	National
Research	Foundation	(NRF).	In	NRF
parlance,	an	A-rating	signifies	that	the
researcher	is	"unequivocally
recognised	by	their	peers	as	a	leading
international	scholar	in	their	field	for	the
high	quality	and	impact	of	their	recent
research	outputs".	Read	more.	Photo:
Supplied.

Dr	Sharief	Hendricks	receives
fellowship	to	prestigious
Stellenbosch	Institute	for	Advanced
Study

Congratulations	to	Dr	Sharief
Hendricks,	senior	lecturer	in	the
Division	of	Exercise	Science	and
Sports	Medicine,	on	being	awarded	the
prestigious	Stellenbosch	Institute	for
Advanced	Study	(STIAS)	Fellowship,
as	well	as	the	South	African	Sports
Medicine	Association	(SASMA)
Lifetime	Membership	Award.	Read
more.	Photo:	Supplied.

Four	NSTF	Awards	finalists	and	a	winner	from	Health	Sciences		

The	NSTF	(National	Science	and	Technology	Forum)	Awards	are
considered	the	largest	and	most	comprehensive	national	honours	of	their	kind	in
South	Africa.	They	recognise	and	promote	outstanding	contributions	to	science,
engineering,	technology	and	innovation.	

We	congratulate	Dr	Rachael	Dangarembizi	(left)	from	the	Centre	of	Infectious
Diseases	Research	in	Africa	who	walked	away	jubilant	from	the	ceremony:	she
jointly	won	in	the	category	of	Emerging	Researcher.	We	also	salute	those	who
were	shortlisted	as	finalists:

-	Professor	Brenda	Morrow	(top	right,	Paediatrics	and	Child	Health).

-	Dr	Mubeen	Goolam	(Human	Biology).

-	Professor	Aneesa	Vanker	(Paediatrics	and	Child	Health).	Photos:	Supplied.

Four	Health	Sciences	students	included	in	Mail	&	Guardian	200
Young	South	Africans	list

Four	Health	Sciences	students	have	featured	in	the	2025	Mail	&	Guardian	200
Young	South	Africans	list.	They	are	Ashraf	Moosa	(top	left),	Waheed	Amanjee
(top	right),	Yanelisa	Pulani	(bottom	left)	and	Zahra	Parker	(bottom	right).	A
recognition	such	as	this	is	momentous.	We	commend	them	on	the	work	that	they
are	doing.	Read	more.

Professors	Jacky	Van	Wyk,	Alan	Davidson	and	Darlene	Lubbe	demonstrate
their	scholarship	in	UCT	inaugural	lecture	series

The	UCT	Inaugural	Lecture	series	is	a	milestone	that	marks	the	formal
recognition	of	academics	who	have	been	promoted	to	full	professor,	honouring
their	contributions	to	research,	teaching	and	public	engagement.

This	quarter,	three	FHS	academics	featured:
-	Professor	Jacky	Van	Wyk,	head	of	the	Department	of	Health	Professions
Education	(the	lecture	recording	and	article	recap	are	available).

-	Professor	Alan	Davidson,	paediatric	oncologist	at	Red	Cross	War	Memorial
Children’s	Hospital	(the	lecture	recording	and	article	recap	are	available).

-	Professor	Darlene	Lubbe,	sinus	surgeon	in	the	Division	of	Otorhinolaryngology
(ENT)	(the	lecture	recording	and	article	recap	are	available).

	

Health	Sciences'	UCT	Open	Day	programme	on	our	campus	a	big
attraction	for	learners

The	annual	UCT	Open	Day	took	place	on	Saturday,	12	April,	on	Upper	Campus,
Middle	Campus	(Faculty	of	Law)	and	the	Health	Sciences	Campus.	This	was	the
second	consecutive	year	that	Health	Sciences	could	showcase	its	offerings	on
its	own	premises.	The	attendance	at	our	campus	was	overwhelming	and	it	was	a
pleasure	to	engage	with	eager	learners	and	their	families.	

Kevin	Onrust	on	his	pride	at	being
associated	with	UCT

Kevin	Onrust,	the	cheery	face	who
has	been	a	part	of	the	FHS	community
since	2020,	says	that	at	UCT,	he	can	go
home	every	day	with	a	smile	after
facing	many	challenges.	Read	more.

Inaugural	multi-institute	symposium	showcases	novel	cross-disciplinary
collaborations	

On	7	May,	the	FHS	held	its	first	multi-institute	symposium	(MIS).	The	MIS
represented	the	coming	together	of	the	Institute	of	Infectious	Disease	and
Molecular	Medicine	(IDM),	the	Neuroscience	Institute	(NI),	the	Cape	Heart
Institute	(CHI)	and	the	UCT	Lung	Institute	(UCTLI)	to	showcase	their
biomedical	research	and	inspire	researchers	to	think	about	intersections	and
working	together	in	novel	ways.	The	buzz	of	activity	and	general	enthusiasm
boded	well	for	future	multidisciplinary	collaborations.	Read	more.	Photo:	Hayley
Tomes.

FHS	Postdoctoral	Council	takes
flight

The	FHS	marked	a	historic	moment	on
12	June	with	the	official	launch	of
the	Postdoctoral	Council	—	a
pioneering	initiative	designed	to
support,	represent	and	connect
postdoctoral	research	fellows	across
the	faculty.	Read	more.	Photo:	Shaqeel
Less.

Sarah	Stein	receives
acknowledgement	in	finance
minister’s	budget	speech

On	21	May,	Finance	Minister	Enoch
Godongwana	presented	the	revised
2025	budget	to	the	nation.	One	surprise
mention	in	his	delivery	was	the
FHS'	Sarah	Stein,	a	fifth-year
medical	student	who	had	earlier
penned	an	open	letter	highlighting	the
plight	of	healthcare	workers	in	South
Africa.	Read	more.	

Division	of	Nursing	and	Midwifery	celebrates	postgraduate	diploma
accreditation
	

The	Division	of	Nursing	and	Midwifery	marked	a	milestone	with	the	official
launch	of	its	Postgraduate	Diplomas	in	Midwifery	and	in	Child	Nursing	on	7	April.
This	achievement	was	the	culmination	of	a	rigorous	five-year	accreditation
process	with	the	South	African	Nursing	Council,	the	Council	on	Higher	Education
and	UCT's	internal	quality	assurance	structures.	Read	more.

FaCE	and	Global	Health	engage	with	men	in	Manenberg	community
empowerment	initiative	

Associate	Professor	Tasleem	Ras	and	Dr	Moses	Isiagi	—	representing	the
Department	of	Family,	Community	and	Emergency	Care	(FaCE)	and	the	Division
of	Global	Surgery,	respectively	—	attended	a	Men’s	Health	event	organised	by	the
Manenberg	Community	Forum.	

The	audience	turned	out	to	be	an	enthusiastic	group	of	young	men,	keenly
interested	in	making	life	decisions	that	would	impact	their	lives	holistically,	rising
above	the	challenges	of	living	in	a	community	stigmatised	by	crime	and
gangsterism.

This	conversation	forms	part	of	a	series	of	community	engagements	that	the
Department	of	FaCE	and	the	Division	of	Global	Surgery	are	committed	to,	in
order	to	develop	stronger	relationships	between	these	communities	and	UCT.
Photo:	Supplied.

Audiology	students	praised	for	their	care	by	Factreton	community

On	the	weekend	of	5	July,	several	undergraduate	Audiology	students
volunteered	at	the	Strive	Community	Support	Centre's	Health	and	Wellness
Day	in	Fractreton.	Community	members	could	access	hearing	screenings,	blood
pressure	testing,	women’s	health	services	and	more.	The	patients	genuinely
appreciated	the	students'	care.	Read	more	about	the	important	work	that	the
Strive	Community	Support	Centre	does.	Photos:	Supplied.

Professor	Jacqueline	Hoare	stirs
conversation	about	the	emotional
toll	of	South	Africa’s	public
healthcare	crisis

A	commentary	piece	published	in	the
South	African	Journal	of	Science	has
ignited	an	urgent	national	conversation
around	the	emotional	toll	of	South
Africa’s	public	healthcare	crisis	and	the
leadership	response	it	demands.	

Written	by	Professor	Jacqueline
Hoare,	the	head	of	the	Division	of
Consultation	Liaison	Psychiatry	at
Groote	Schuur	Hospital,	the	piece
introduces	the	concept	of	“emotional
leadership”	as	an	essential	tool	for
addressing	escalating	stress,	burnout
and	moral	distress	among	healthcare
professionals.	Read	more.

Visiting	scientist	engaging	in
seminal	brain	study

Dr	Andrew	Hale,	MD,	PhD,	is	a
visiting	scientist	from	the	USA	and	an
Honorary	Research	Associate	at	the
Neuroscience	Institute.	He	and	his	team
are	creating	the	FIRST	brain	organoid
models	of	hydrocephalus	(a	3D	cell
culture	system	that	models	the
developmental	and	molecular	patterns
of	the	human	brain).	They	will	do	this	to
study	hydrocephalus,
a	condition	where	cerebrospinal
fluid	builds	up	in	the	brain's	ventricles,
leading	to	increased	pressure	and
potential	brain	damage.	Read	more
about	the	important	work	he	and	his
colleagues	are	doing.	Photo:	Boipelo
Khunou,	Botak i	Studio.

	

FHS	engages	with	learners	at	Eskom	Science	Fair	for	Young	Scientists

The	FHS	recently	hosted	several	interactive	exhibits	at	the	Eskom	Science	Fair
for	Young	Scientists	2025	(Western	Cape	region)	in	the	UCT	Sports	Centre,
where	we	had	the	opportunity	to	expose	budding	scientists	from	schools	across
the	province	to	career	possibilities	in	the	health	sciences.	Students	and	staff	from
the	FHS	Neuroscience	Institute,	Biomedical	Engineering,	and	the	Anatomy	and
Pathology	departments	answered	insightful	questions	from	learners	on	their
research	activities	and	their	own	career	paths	in	science.

The	Expo	saw	332	young	scientists	showcase	their	scientific	research	projects	as
part	of	this	national	competition,	following	a	journey	of	mentoring	during	the	year.
A	previous	national	winner	was	Waheed	Amanjee,	fifth-year	MBChB,	who
featured	in	the	2025	Mail	&	Guardian	Young	South	Africans	list,	reported	in	this
issue.		

The	depth	and	breadth	of	research	undertaken	by	these	fledgling	scientists	was
inspiring.	Read	more.	Photos:	Linda	Rhoda.

Africa	Day	celebration	spotlights
African	ownership	in	health
sciences

The	2025	Africa	Day	celebration,
hosted	by	the	FHS'	Pan	African
Health	Sciences	Forum,	took	place
at	the	Neuroscience	Institute	under	the
theme	“Africa	at	a	Crossroad:	Taking
Ownership	of	Clinical	Research	and
Healthcare	for	Generational	Change".
Read	more.

Department	of	Paediatrics	and	Child
Health	brings	joy	to	Paarl
community

We	congratulate	Professor	Heather
Zar	(Department	of	Paediatrics	and
Child	Health)	and	her	team	for	bringing
their	initiative	of	opening	a	sports	field
at	Langabuya	Primary	School	in	Paarl
to	fruition.	This	project	was	10	years	in
the	making	and,	with	the	assistance	of
strategic	partners,	was	at	last	unveiled
on	25	July.	Read	more.

	

	

FHS	PSC	hosts	dynamic	event	on	upholding	professional	standards	in
challenging	times
	

The	FHS	Professional	Standards	Committee	(PSC)	hosted	a	three-day	hybrid
event	to	address	a	pressing	question:	How	do	we	remain	professional	in
challenging	times?	Organised	by	PSC	with	support	from	the	Deanery	and	the
African	Research	Society,	the	event	underscored	the	inseparable	link	between
professional	standards	and	human	dignity,	even	in	the	most	trying	circumstances.
Read	more.

	

Come	run	6	kms	for	rural	health	care
	

The	UCT	Rural	Support	Network,	collaborating	with	other	societies,	will	be
hosting	its	annual	"Run	4	Rural"	fundraiser	on	4	October	2025.	The	fundraiser	run
sends	UCT	medical	and	health	and	rehabilitation	students	to	Isilimela	Hospital
(Eastern	Cape)	to	fight	diabetes	backlogs,	and	to	Emmaus	Hospital	(KwaZulu-
Natal)	to	sponsor	amputee	rehab.	Last	year,	R10	000	was	raised	for	Isilimela
Hospital	to	begin	a	colposcopy	clinic	in	the	fight	against	cervical	cancer.

Arrive	at	08:30	on	the	4th	at	the	Barnard	Fuller	Building	for	ticket	checks	or
registration,	and	briefing	at	08:45.	The	run	commences	at	09:00.	This	event	is	a
collaborative	effort	between	the	Rural	Support	Network,	the	UCT	Physiotherapy
Student	Committee,	the	UCT	Internal	Medicine	Society,	Medicine	in	Motion	UCT
and	Friends	of	Médecins	Sans	Frontières.	Tickets	start	at	R50.	Click	to	buy	on
Webtickets.

Do	you	have	exciting	news	or	stories	to	share?
Reach	out	to	FHSNews@uct.ac.za.
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