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Searching for Evidence for Decision 

Making

• Process of Searching for Evidence for 

Prioritization & Optimization is Crucial 

• Systematic, thorough & exhaustive

• Librarian can assist with the search 

process 

Searching for Evidence for Decision 

Making



Searching for Evidence for Decision 

Making• Primarily via websites – not very sophisticated search engines like 

scholarly databases

• Google Search

• Basic

• Advanced Search

• Search functionality on the website

• Browse: publications/resources

Searching the Sources



Sources of Evidence

GLOBAL REGIONAL NATIONAL



Global Sources of Evidence



The Strategic Advisory Group of Experts on Immunization (SAGE) is 

charged with advising WHO on overall global policies and strategies, 

ranging from vaccines and technology, research and development, to 

delivery of immunization and its linkages with other health interventions.

Guidelines and recommendations for effective use of vaccines and 

vaccination strategies to improve public health.

Resources are crucial for National Immunization Technical Advisory 

Groups (NITAGs) in decision-making/building trust on the use of vaccines

World Health Organization (WHO)



WHO Vaccination Policy Papers 



US Centers for Disease Control and 

Prevention (CDC)



Other Organisations

Global Alliance for Vaccines and 

Immunization

UNICEF-the United Nations 

Children’s Fund Nations Children's 

Fund



Universities and Research Institutes



Universities and Research Institutes

Publications



Global NITAG Network (GNN)





Vaccine Evidence Compendium









Regional Sources of Evidence



• AFRO & Regional Office for the Eastern 

Mediterranean (EMRO)

• RITAGs Regional Technical Advisory Groups on 

Immunization

• Other Immunization Technical Advisory Groups 

• EPI Managers Meeting Reports

• Regional Committee (RCs) Meeting resolutions

WHO Regional Offices and Others



Regional Sources of Evidence, 2

• AFRICA CDC- Health Agency of the African Union 

(AU)

• Regional Offices of  Organisations such as GAVI & 

UNICEF

• Regional Reference laboratories (RRLs)

• Universities &  Research Institutions





NISH Library Guides (LibGuides)

NITAG Support Hub (NISH) – Project of Vaccines 

for Africa (VACFA), Health Sciences Faculty, 

University of Cape Town

Library Guides (LibGuides) are:

• Organized, curated collections of reliable and 

authoritative resources

• Related to a particular topic or subject e.g.  A 

specific vaccine or immunization-related 

topic

NISH LibGuides



NISH Library Guides (LibGuides)

Include

• Primarily, published, scholarly peer-reviewed 

journal articles 

• Grey (unpublished) literature

• Free, available 24/7

• Full-text access to open source material

• Where possible, non-OA articles are made 

available on request via the NISH Helpdesk

NISH LibGuides, 2



COVID-19 Vaccine 

Confidence in Africa
Malaria in Africa

Human Papillomavirus 

(HPV) in Africa
Hepatitis A

Interventions to 

promote routine 

vaccine coverage

Mpox Vaccines against 

enteric diseases

MMR Vaccine with a 

Specific Focus on 

Mumps

Hepatitis B Birth Dose

Pentavalent 

Meningococcal 

Conjugate Vaccine

Whole-cell (wP) 

Hexavalent vaccine

Typhoid Conjugate 

Vaccine (TCV)

**Measles Containing 

Vaccine (MCV) Vial 

Presentation Switch**

List of NISH LibGuides



https://health.uct.ac.za/nish









National Sources of Evidence



National Sources of Evidence

National Health Agencies, Institutions and Ministries 

of Health 

• Conduct research and collect epidemiological data

• Produce reports that highlight epidemiological 

trends, help to monitor VPDs and control disease 

outbreaks
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Methodology Assessment

Evaluating the methodology used in studies is crucial for determining the 

reliability of evidence. A well-designed methodology enhances the validity of 

findings.

Sample Size Consideration

The sample size of a study impacts its statistical significance and applicability. 

Larger sample sizes generally yield more reliable results.

Applicability of Findings

Assessing whether the findings of a study are applicable to a specific context is 

essential for effective decision-making. Contextual relevance enhances the 

utility of evidence.

Evaluating the Quality and Relevance of 

Evidence



Evidence Integration

• Global, regional, and national evidence for 
informed decision making

• Utilize various sources of evidence 

• Decision making must be:

• Evidence-based; and 

• Based on the latest scientific data available 
and best practices



Africa CDC

https://africacdc.org/

GAVI, the Vaccine Alliance

https://www.gavi.org/

Global NITAG Resource Center

https://www.nitag-resource.org/

International Vaccine Institute

https://www.ivi.int/

Map of NITAGs around the world

https://nitag-resource.org/network/map

National Institute for Communicable Diseases

https://www.nicd.ac.za/

Select Links /  URLs



NISH LibGuides

https://health.uct.ac.za/nish/libguides-general

Regional Technical Advisory Groups on Immunization (RITAGs)

https://www.who.int/teams/immunization-vaccines-and-biologicals/policies/regional-technical-

advisory-groups-on-immunization-(ritag) 

UNICEF

https://www.unicef.org/

US CDC 

https://www.cdc.gov/index.html

UK. The Joint Committee on Vaccination and Immunisation (JCVI) 

https://www.gov.uk/government/groups/joint-committee-on-vaccination-and-immunisation

Vaccine Evidence Compendium

https://www.nitag-resource.org/compendium

World Health Organization. Vaccine Policy Papers

https://www.who.int/teams/immunization-vaccines-and-biologicals/policies/position-

papers

Select Links /  URLs, 2



This presentation was partly adapted from:

Mwenda, Jason. Sources of Evidence Relevant to 

NITAGs’ work.

4th Annual Vaccinology Course for National 

Immunization (AVCN), 2014. [Unpublished]
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