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Introduce yourself (name, job title, organization and country) in the chat
section.

Please kindly keep you microphone muted and cameras off
during the discussion
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Discussion 3 Topic:

D I S C U S S I O N African government experiences in implementing GHS

mDate: | I December 2020
=Time: 14:00 — 15:30 (GMT+2.00)

mPresenter: Elize Lourens, South Africa
Christopher Kanema, Zambia

mFacilitator:  Andrea Rother, University of Cape Town

=Chair: Maxine Brassell, MPH student, University of Cape Town

This network has been produced with financial assistance from Sweden, through the Swedish International Development Cooperation Agency, Sida, which has been arranged
by the Swedish Chemicals Agency (Keml). The views herein shall not be taken to reflect the official opinion of Sida or the Swedish Chemicals Agency.
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CHEMICALS NETWORK DISCUSSION
AFRICAN GOVERNMENT EXPERIENCES IN IMPLEMENTING GHS

Elize Lourens
Deputy Director of Chemical Stressors and
Asbestos
Department of Employment and Labour

Christopher Kanema
Principal Inspector
Zambia Environmental Management Agency (ZEMA)



BACKGROUND TO QUESTION |

PRESENTED BY: ELIZE LOURENS

Plan of Implementation, adopted in Johannesburg

on 4 September 2002, the World Summit on Sustainable
Development encouraged countries to

implement the GHS as soon as possible.

Voluntary implementation in South Africa

Botswana

anbiquezopy

afikeng’g Rustenburg f\') 2
y Pretoria @ ~
‘«!\\‘Ionh West Johannesburg® | QQ o

Klerksdorp ’Qﬁwl“wfg é\ <
IJ —

Namibia

. —

~/T A \\ﬁ e
A { :
Aﬂk_/ ® Upington | Free State ./ KwaZulu
Kimberley ® ~~  Natal
Bloemfontein ® ® Hiuhluwe
Northern Cape { @ Pietermaritzburg
\\\ @ Durban
i P _-"‘ ‘7\‘\
) A ® Mthatha
NG 45 / Eastern Cape
Vel e =
S i ® East London

Western Cape ~
Garden ROUtE o o+ Elizabeth
CapeTown g possel Bay



BACKGROUND TO QUESTION |

PRESENTED BY: ELIZE LOURENS

m  Keen interest form Industry Organised Labour and Government to implement GHS in SA through a legal
framework

m  Restrictive mandates of Government Department posed a challenge

m  Agree on approach amongst Government Departments (GHS building blocks,
cut-off limits)

®  Technical meetings between government role-players

m  Referencing between legislation




QUESTION |

As chemicals management is cross-cutting over several government
departments in South Africa and other countries, what are some
strategies that could be implemented to ensure collaboration and

standardisation!?

Please keep your cameras off and microphones muted.

Make use of the chat function to discuss

For technical assistance join the Chemicals Network WhatsApp group using this link:

https://chat.whatsapp.com/CdEJNdPEva30263AB3KYBq
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BACKGROUND TO QUESTION 2

PRESENTED BY: ELIZE LOURENS

®  Organised Labour keen to adopt strategies that will ensure descent work
m  GHS classification reduces the need for testing of agents
= Standard way to assess hazard, and communicating hazards (Common understanding)

m  Hazard level similar therefore risk reduction measures can be shared for the same hazard class within countries,
industry.

"  Protection for chemical hazards leading to healthy productive lives ‘




BACKGROUND TO QUESTION 2

PRESENTED BY: ELIZE LOURENS

=  Training requirements (WHQO,What?)

General awareness raining- Duties of Government Departments
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QUESTION 2

As workers can directly benefit from the implementation of GHS,
what are the needs of Organised Labour to ensure the greatest
benefit from implementation!?

Please keep your cameras off and microphones muted.

Make use of the chat function to discuss

For technical assistance join the Chemicals Network WhatsApp group using this link:

https://chat.whatsapp.com/CdEJNdPEva30263AB3KYBq
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BACKGROUND TO QUESTION 3

PRESENTED BY: CHRISTOPHER KANEMA

Zambia’s experience in implementing GHS:

In 2001, Zambia was selected as one of the pilot countries to receive assistance from
UNITAR and ILO to develop and implement a National Chemical Hazard
Communication and GHS Action Plan.

This task involved a baseline study on the existing chemical hazard communication in
the industrial, transportation, agricultural and consumer sectors

The objective was to conduct a situation analysis and develop National Implementation
Plan for GHS.



ESTABLISHMENT OF NATIONAL GHS COORDINATING MECHANISM

PRESENTED BY: CHRISTOPHER KANEMA

Inter-Agency Coordinating Committee

(Bureau)
: ZEMA
| ~ (Secretariat)
Sector working groups: Actor groups:
Agriculture Government
Consumer Private sector
Industry Civil Society
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BACKGROUND TO QUESTION 3: ZAMBIA'’S EXPERIENCE IN

IMPLEMENTING GHS

PRESENTED BY: CHRISTOPHER KANEMA

Key outputs:

Inter-sectoral Coordinating Committee: (Bureau- Agriculture Consumers, Industry and
Transportation

= Capacity building: Training of trainers: training modules developed for different
sectors

= Development of awareness materials: brochures
= Sjtuation and Gap analysis on chemicals management
= National Implementation Strategy (NIS)

= GHS Standard (ZS 708): Globally Harmonized System of Classification and Labelling
of Chemicals



QUESTION 3

How would your country benefit from support from and
partnering with donors? What needs to be done to make this
happen?

Please keep your cameras off and microphones muted.

Make use of the chat function to discuss

For technical assistance join the Chemicals Network WhatsApp group using this link:

https://chat.whatsapp.com/CdEJNdPEva30263AB3KYBq



https://chat.whatsapp.com/CdEJNdPEva30263AB3KYBq

B B Sweden SAS
I B Sverige S

THANKYOU
FOR JOINING
UCT’S
CHEMICALS
NETWORK

DISCUSSION

This network has been produced with financial assistance from Sweden, through the Swedish International
Development Cooperation Agency, Sida, which has been arranged by the Swedish Chemicals Agency (Keml).

The views herein shall not be taken to reflect the official opinion of Sida or the Swedish Chemicals Agency.
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Please take a moment to
fill out the following
evaluation form for this
discussion! Your feedback is

appreciated.
https://forms.office.com/Pages/Resp

onsePage.aspx?id=NUNFkk5Wz0y
wsCREW4wDIXEG | M2Og-
dLiLPla0163_JUMFc2OFBZSkc4ND
hNSjJOMijlaV | FPUIBBNIQIQCNOP
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This is our final
discussion for 2020!

Our next discussion
will be in 2021.
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