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The	Faculty	of	Health	Sciences	(FHS)	newsletter	series	returns	for	its	third	issue	of
2024.	For	those	who	are	new	to	our	campus	community,	it	is	our	pleasure	to	introduce
you	to	our	newsletter	series	where	we	profile	new	highlights	in	the	FHS.	We	release	four
editions	a	year.	In	this	edition	we	recap	Faculty	developments,	staff	and	student
achievements	and	new	staff	appointees	from	June	2024	to	September	2024.	

We	thank	all	our	faithful	readers	for	their	ongoing	enthusiasm	towards	the	newsletters.	A
special	thank	you	to	everyone	willing	to	share	their	stories	and	photos	with	us.	We
particularly	encourage	professional,	administrative	support	and	service	(PASS)	staff	to
send	contributions,	as	your	stories	are	often	not	heard.	

We	hope	you	enjoy	reading	this	issue	and	feel	as	uplifted	and	inspired	as	we	are.

Faculty	News

September	graduation
We	had	one	of	our	 three	graduation	ceremonies	 for	 the	year	 in	September.	 It	was	 the
first	 ceremony	 with	 the	 new	 vice-chancellor,	 Professor	 Mosa	 Moshabela.	 We	 are
overjoyed	 and	 congratulate	 all	 graduates	 on	 their	 hard	 work,	 dedication	 and
perseverance.

Professor	Linda-Gail	Bekker	retains	#1	female	South	African	scientist	ranking
Professor	Linda-Gail	Bekker	has	been	ranked	as	the	#1	female	South	African	scientist
(again),	according	to	the	2024	edition	of	Research.com’s	ranking	of	top	female	scientists
in	 the	world.	This	ranking	 is	based	on	a	scientist’s	general	H-index,	 reflecting	Professor
Bekker's	outstanding	contributions	to	science	and	global	health.

Holistic	Wellness	Day	for	FHS	Staff		

In	June	the	faculty	held	a	day	of	wellness	and	pampering	for	staff.	Activities	included
massages,	fitness	assessments	by	Discovery	Health	and	UCT	Biokinetics	students,
Blendavenda	Smoothie	Bikes,	and	consultations	with	a	dietician	and	the	South	African
Depression	and	Anxiety	Group.	FHS	staff	responded	enthusiastically.		Appointments	for
the	range	of	offerings	were	overwhelmingly	subscribed	by	the	many	keen	to	learn	more
about	their	well-being	and	health	status.	

Professor	Sudesh	Sivarasu	delivers	lecture	at	the	esteemed	University	of
Manchester
In	June	Professor	Sudesh	Sivarasu,	head	of	UCT	MedTech,	delivered	an	invited
lecture	at	the	University	of	Manchester	in	England.	The	lecture	was	titled	'Mastering	the
Challenges	of	Medical	Device	Product	Development.'	His	expertise	is	paving	the	way	for
groundbreaking	advancements	in	medical	device	development	and	is	fostering	global
collaboration.		

Professor	Sivarasu	will	be	delivering	his	inaugural	lecture	on	24	October	at	the	New
Learning	Centre	at	17h30.	You	can	RSVP	to	attend	his	inaugural	lecture.

Faculty	hosts	inaugural	Culture	Indaba

The	 inaugural	 FHS	 Culture	 Indaba	 of	 the	 Transformation	 and	 Equity	 Committee
was	held	in	August		 in	the	Neuroscience	Institute.	This	platform	was	initiated	as	a	space
for	 staff	 across	 the	 faculty	 to	 discuss	 creative	 ways	 to	 address	 key	 transformation
benchmarks,	 and	 the	 focus	 this	 year	 was	 the	 application	 of	 the	 new	 language
policy.	Read	more.

Mandela	Day	new	semester	welcome
food	packs	
In	 honour	 of	 Nelson	 Mandela	 Day	 on	 18
July,	 the	 Student	 Development	 and
Support	Office	 partnered	with	 Food	&
Connect,	 our	 on-campus	 canteen,	 and
prepared	welcome	packs	with	essentials	for
undergraduate	 students	 identified	 through
a	 survey.	 These	 packs	 were	 intended	 to
help	 create	 delicious	 hot	 meals	 to	 keep
warm	 as	 these	 students	 stepped	 into	 the
new	semester.	

Celebrating	PASS	Excellence
The	 dean,	 Associate	 Professor	 Lionel
Green-Thompson,	 hosted	 a	 tea	 for
professional,	 administrative	 and	 support
staff	 (PASS)	 who	 had	 exceeded
performance	 expectations	 for	 the	 2023-
2024	 cycle.	 Each	 awardee	 received	 a
specially	curated	mug	 in	acknowledgement
of	 their	 contributions.	 It	 was	 a	 joyous,
relaxed	 occasion	 where	 speeches	 were
made	 and	 stories	 of	 life	 and	 career
journeys	were	shared.	

Nobel	laureate	graces	faculty

In	 August	 the	 African	 Research	 Society	 (ARS)	 hosted	 a	 landmark	 panel	 discussion
featuring	 Professor	 Joachim	 Frank,	 a	 2017	 Nobel	 laureate	 renowned	 for	 his
groundbreaking	work	in	cryo-electron	microscopy.	This	event	provided	a	rare	opportunity
for	 students,	 faculty	 and	 the	 broader	 university	 community	 to	 engage	 in	 deep
conversations	 about	 the	 intricacies	 of	 scientific	 inquiry,	 perseverance	 in	 research	 and
innovation	in	an	African	context.

Sign	up	to	the	Research	Office's	Funding	Alerts	mailer
The	Faculty	Research	Office 	 has	 set	 up	 its	 own	 dedicated	 funder	 opportunities	 and
funding-related	 events	 mailer.	 This	 mailer	 goes	 out	 on	 a	 fortnightly	 basis	 to	 a
subscription-based	 list	 and	 serves	 to	 inform	 researchers	 of	 both	 internal	 and	 external
funding	 opportunities,	 as	 well	 as	 events	 related	 to	 supporting	 our	 researchers	 in	 their
funding	applications.	Sign	up	today.	
	

Inaugural	lectures	
Inaugural	lecturers	continue	to	be	popular	and	special	events	in	the	faculty.	There	were
two	inaugural	lectures	this	quarter.	Professor	Rudzani	Muloiwa,	head	of	the
Department	of	Paediatrics	and	Child	Health,	delivered	his	findings	on	the	African	child	in
July.	HIV	clinician	Professor	Catherine	Orrell	presented	her	research	on	patient	drug
adherence	in	August.
	
Both	these	lectures	can	be	viewed	on	the	faculty’s	YouTube	channel.

Upcoming	inaugurals	
SAVE	THE	DATES	for	the	last	two	inaugural	events	of	the	year:
24	October									Professor	Sudesh	Sivarasu
28	November					Professor	Sithombo	Maqungo.

Watch	our	platforms	for	more	details.
	

Awards	and	Achievements

Audiology	student	shines	at	ASAIPA
conference
Third-year	audiology	student	Fisokuhle
Makhanya	earned	a	National	Medical
Award	under	the	Health	Sciences	Student
category	by	ASAIPA	(Alliance	of	South
African	Independent	Practitioners
Associations).	Fiskuhle	was	the	only
audiology	student	in	the	country	and	the
only	UCT	student	to	receive	the	prestigious
award	this	year.	The	award	acknowledges
his	exemplary	leadership	qualities	that
have	led	to	impactful	solutions	within	South
Africa’s	healthcare	system,	benefiting
patients	and	colleagues	alike.	

Dr	Marvin	Jansen	earns	spot	in	course
at	Harvard	University	Business	School
Dr	Marvin	Jansen,	who	leads	the	clinical
skills	programme,	was	awarded	the
Harvard	South	Africa	Fellowship	and	will	be
attending	the	General	Management
Programme	in	2025	at	Harvard	University’s
Business	School.	The	course	will	take
place	from	August	to	November	2025	and
he	will	be	on	Harvard's	campus	in
Massachusetts	for	four	of	those	weeks.

New	grant	for	TB	drug
Associate	Professor	Suraj	Parihar	in	the
Department	 of	 Pathology	 was	 awarded	 a
Japan-SA	 Bilateral	 Grant	 for	 the
identification	 of	 novel	 host-directed	 drug
target	 against	 tuberculosis,	 which	 involves
collaboration	 between	 the	 RIKEN
Yokohama	 (a	 research	 institute	 in	 Japan),
the	 University	 of	 the	 Western	 Cape	 and
UCT.

Professor	Salome	Maswime	to	lead	the
WHO’s	Collaborating	Centre	for
Integrated	Clinical	Care
Professor	Salome	Maswime ,	head	of	the
Division	 of	 Global	 Surgery,	 has	 been
selected	 to	 lead	 the	 World	 Health
Organization’s	(WHO)	Collaborating	Centre
for	 Integrated	 Clinical	 Care,	 which	 will	 be
based	at	UCT	and	will	support	countries	in
pivoting	 their	 health	 systems	 towards
universal	health	coverage.	Read	more.

FHS	alum	makes	200	Young	South
Africans	list
Biancha	 Mentoor,	 a	 medical	 alum,	 has
been	named	one	of	 the	Mail	 &	Guardian’s
200	Young	South	Africans	for	2024.	She	is
a	 manager	 in	 health	 policy	 at	 the
healthcare	 group	 Netcare	 and	 has	 been
elected	 as	 the	 chair	 of	 the	 Hospital
Association	 of	 South	 Africa’s	 board	 sub-
committee	 on	 research	 and	 health	 policy,
enabling	her	to	collaborate	with	colleagues
on	legislation	and	regulation.	Read	more

Professor	Lucy	Gilson
Professor	Lucy	Gilson,	head	of	the	Division	of	Health	Policy	and	Systems,	received	the
esteemed	Virchow	Prize	for	2024.	This	prize,	under	the	high	patronage	of	the	President
of	 the	German	Bundestag	 (federal	 parliament),	 honours	Professor	Gilson's	 holistic	 and
systems-based	approach	to	safeguarding	human	and	planetary	health.	Read	more.

Dr	Itumeleng	Ntatamala
Occupational	 medicine	 specialist	 and
senior	 lecturer	 Dr	 Itumeleng	 Ntatamala
was	elected	as	the	new	honorary	secretary
for	the	College	of	Public	Health	Medicine	in
the	Colleges	of	Medicine	of	South	Africa	for
the	 Triennium	 2023	 to	 2026	 in	 the	 recent
College	by-elections.
	

Professor	Ed	Sturrock
Professor	Ed	Sturrock	in	the	Department
of	Integrative	Biomedical	Sciences	received
the	 prestigious	 gold	 medal	 at	 the	 28th

SASBMB	 (South	 African	 Society	 of
Biochemistry	 and	 Molecular	 Biology)
congress	 hosted	 by	 the	 University	 of
Limpopo.	 The	 award	 recognises	 his
outstanding	 contributions	 to	 the	 fields	 of
biochemistry	and	molecular	biology.

Staff	Appointments

Congratulations	on	the	following	appointments:

Dr	Dina-Ruth	Lulua
Dr	 Dina-Ruth	 Lulua	 was	 named	 the	 new
Head	 of	 Programme:	 Bachelor	 of
Medicine	 and	 Bachelor	 of	 Surgery
(MBChB).	She	commenced	her	 tenure	on
1	July	2024.	Read	more.

Professor	Graham	Louw
Professor	Graham	Louw	assumed	 the	 role
of	 interim	 director	 of	 the	 Research
Animal	 Facility	 in	 May	 2024.	 His	 tenure
concludes	in	November	2024.	Read	more.

A	warm	welcome	 to	Dr	Kirsten	Reichmuth	 (left)	 and	Mr	Philip	Dambisya	 (right),	 the
new	 Curriculum	 Transformation	 Project	 Convenors,	 who	 join	 the	 Curriculum
Transformation	Project	Team.	They	took	up	their	roles	on	1	June	2024.

Do	you	have	exciting	news	or	stories	to	share?
Reach	out	to	FHSNews@uct.ac.za
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