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Welcome	to	the	first	edition	of	our	quarterly	newsletter,	|gamirodi	!khaes

(‘Place	of	the	stars’),	for	2024.	For	those	who	are	new	to	our	campus,

|gamirodi	!khaes	is	what	the	indigenous	peoples	(the	Khoi	and	San)	named	this

area	that	we	now	call	Observatory.	It	was	an	expression	of	reverance	for	the

magnificent	vista	of	the	stars	at	night	as	well	as	for	their	spiritual	connection

with	their	ancestors.	We	in	the	Faculty	also	find	new	meaning	in	being	part	of

this	place	as	we	celebrate	our	far-reaching	contributions	in	the	service	of

health.

	

It	is	our	pleasure	to	share	Faculty	developments	and	staff	and	student

achievements	from	December	2023	to	April	2024	in	this	edition.	

	

We	continue	looking	forward	to	your	feedback	and	suggestions	for	improving

this	newsletter.	A	special	thank	you	to	everyone	willing	to	share	their	stories

and	photos	with	us.	We	particularly	encourage	professional,	administrative

support	and	service	(PASS)	staff	to	also	share	their	contributions.

We	hope	you	all	enjoy	reading	this	issue	and	feel	inspired	by	the	rich	stories

that	continue	to	make	our	Faculty	of	Health	Sciences	shine.		

Faculty	News

March	graduation		
The	FHS	had	its	undergraduate	and	postgraduate	graduation	ceremonies	on	25	and
26	March	2024,	respectively.	Loved	ones	came	to	celebrate	the	crowning	moment
of	our	students'	educational	careers,	with	the	singing,	dancing	and	cheering	all
creating	an	atmosphere	of	jubilation.	
Read	more

Orientation	2024

The	Faculty	welcomed	onto	campus	this	semester	450	first	years	across	the
programmes	of	Audiology,	Disability	Practice,	MBChB,	Occupational	Therapy,
Physiotherapy	and	Speech-Language	Pathology.	The	packed	orientation	programme
took	place	from	30	January	to	9	February	2024,	and	included	meeting	lecturers
and	mentors,	participating	in	an	Amazing	Race	and	a	day	of	signing	up	with	student
clubs	and	societies.	

Student	leadership	training
programme	launched
The	Faculty’s	Transformation
Coordinator,	Viwe	Kobokana,	and	the
Faculty’s	Gender	and	Sexual	Diversity
Advocate,	Chanté	Arab,	have	been
designing	an	engaging	and	educational
training	programme	for	the	Health
Sciences	Student	Council	(HSSC)
over	the	past	year.	On	the	weekend	of
26-28	January	2024,	Viwe	and	Chanté
saw	their	work	come	to	fruition	by
presenting	and	facilitating	a	session	on
contextualising	diversity,	equity,
inclusion	and	belonging.
Read	more	

Visiting	professor	from	Canada
delivers	his	findings	on	global
health
Prof	Madhu	Pai,	Research	Chair	in
Epidemiology	and	Global	Health	at	McGill
University	in	Canada,	delivered	a
keynote	address	at	a	seminar	for	Health
Sciences	students	and	staff	on	Tuesday,
12	December	2023.	The	talk	was	titled
“Can	we	achieve	equity	in	global	health
research	and	education?”
Read	more	

Inaugural	lectures
The	Faculty	hosted	the	first	two	UCT	inaugural	lectures	for	2024.	Prof	Lebogang
Ramma,	from	the	Division	of	Communication	Sciences	and	Disorders,	delivered	his
findings	on	hearing	loss	on	1	February	2024.	Prof	Susan	Cleary,	Head	of
Department:	School	of	Public	Health,	presented	her	research	on	health	equity	on	14
March	2024.

Both	these	inaugural	lectures	are	available	to	watch	on	UCT	FHS	YouTube.

Diversity	and	Inclusion	Working
Group	participates	in	bullying	and
harassment	sensitisation
workshop
On	19	January	2024	the	Diversity	and
Inclusion	Working	Group	—	a	committee
comprising	of	colleagues	from	the	FHS,
the	Western	Cape	Government
Department	of	Health	and	Wellness
Directorate,	Groote	Schuur	Hospital
(GSH),	Red	Cross	War	Memorial	Children’s
Hospital	and	Metro	Health	Services	—
met	at	GSH	to	discuss	bullying	and
harassment	in	the	workplace.	It	was	an
informative	and	engaging	session	which
will	guide	all	committee	members’	work	in
the	upcoming	year.	
Read	more

‘I	made	it	because	I	asked	for
help’	
After	four	gruelling	years,	which	included
a	medical	leave	of	absence	for	a	full
semester,	Lwando	Mhlabeni	graduated
with	a	BSc	in	Occupational	Therapy	on
25	March	2024.	Faith,	a	mother’s	love,
solid	friendships	and	support	from
lecturers	carried	Lwando	over	the	finish
line	of	their	academic	journey.
Read	more

UCT	holds	fourth	iteration	of	Bongani	Mayosi	Memorial	Lecture
UCT,	in	partnership	with	the	Bongani	Mayosi	Foundation,	hosted	the	fourth	annual
Bongani	Mayosi	Memorial	Lecture	on	26	January	2024.	Dr	Vuyane	Mhlomi,	a	UCT
MBChB	alumnus,	delivered	the	lecture,	titled	“Innovating	on	solid	ground	–	bridging
science,	entrepreneurship,	and	community	for	healthcare	advancement.”
Read	more

18th	World	Congress	of
Neurosurgery	held	in	the	Mother
City
From	4	to	8	December	2023,	Cape	Town
pulled	a	crowd	of	2	000+	delegates	to
the	International	Neurosurgery	Congress
at	the	Cape	Town	International
Convention	Centre.	The	Faculty's
Prof	Graham	Fiegen,	Head	of
Neurosurgery,	hosted	the	conference
and	Prof	Anthony	Figaji,	Platforms	Lead
at	the	Neuroscience	Institute,	served	as
Chair.

Class	of	1974	marks	50	years
On	19	February	2024,	42	people
attended	the	MBChB	Class	of	1974’s
50th	reunion.	It	was	an	afternoon	of
reconnecting	with	classmates	and
several	had	journeyed	thousands	of
kilometres	to	Cape	Town	for	this	special
occasion.	

Call	to	support	our	students	with	debt	relief	
A/Prof	Lionel	Green-Thompson,	the	Faculty	Dean,	invites	you	to	join	him	in
celebrating	his	60th	birthday	in	April	by	donating	to	a	student	debt	relief	mechanism
called	the	Mayosi	Impilo	Student	Bursary	Fund.
Read	more	about	how	to	donate	here.

New	leadership	appointments	at
Groote	Schuur	Hospital
Dr	Shaheem	de	Vries	succeeded	Dr
Bhavna	Patel	as	the	new	CEO	of	Groote
Schuur	Hospital,	effective	1	February
2024.	Dr	Jayshina	Punwasi	was	named
the	new	COO	of	the	hospital,	succeeding
Dr	Bernadette	Eick,	effective	1	February
2024.

UCT	and	McMaster	University,
Canada,	lead	new	HIV	clinical	trial	
A	new	antibiotic	aimed	at	reducing
deaths	in	people	with	advanced	HIV	is	in
the	pipeline.	The	study,	called	REVIVE,	is
funded	by	the	Bill	&	Melinda	Gates
Foundation	and	involves	a	pan-African
network	of	investigators,	co-led	by
researchers	at	UCT	and	the	Population
Health	Research	Institute	(PHRI)	—	a
joint	institute	of	McMaster	University
and	Hamilton	Health	Sciences	—	in
Canada.	
Read	More		

	

Awards	and	Achievements

Prof	Ntobeko	Ntusi	named	new
President	and	CEO	of	the	South
African	Medical	Research	Council	
Prof	Ntobeko	Ntusi,	Chair	and	Head	of
the	Department	of	Medicine,	was
appointed	as	the	new	President	and	CEO
of	the	South	African	Medical	Research
Council,	effective	1	July	2024.
Read	More

Dr	Kerrin	Begg	appointed	for	a
term	to	the	Health	Professions
Council	of	South	Africa		
Dr	Kerrin	Begg,	Deputy
Dean:	Undergraduate	Education,	was
appointed	for	a	term	to	the	Medical	and
Dental	Board	of	the	Health	Professions
Council	of	South	Africa.	Her	tenure	is
from	1	February	2024	to	31	October
2025.		

Bongani	Mayosi	Academic
Leadership	Award	winner	2023	
Dr	Vuthlarhi	Shirindza,	a	2023	MBChB
graduate,	was	named	UCT’s	winner	of
the	Bongani	Mayosi	Leadership	Prize	for
2023.	The	prize	honours	medical
students	who	embody	the	late	Professor
Bongani	Mayosi’s	values	of	altruism	and
academic	excellence.		

Professor	receives	prestigious
global	award		
A/Prof	Suraj	Parihar,	Department	of
Pathology	and	a	member	of	the	Institute
of	Infectious	Disease	and	Molecular
Medicine	(IDM),	earned	a	National
Institutes	of	Health	Emerging	Global
Leader	Award	to	build	capacity	in
immune-metabolic	and	immune-genetic
research	at	UCT.
Read	More

Dr	Sabelo	Hadebe	earns	Rising
Star	Award
Dr	Sabelo	Hadebe,	a	senior	lecturer	in
the	Division	of	Immunology,	was	one	of
15	people	globally	selected	for	the	Rising
Star	Programme	at	the	end	of	2023.	The
award,	bestowed	by	the	International
Union	of	Immunological	Societies,
honours	early-career	immunologists	who
have	made	significant	contributions	to
the	field	of	immunology	and	their
communities.
Read	more

Three	Faculty	of	Health	Sciences
academics	among	Clarivate’s
highly	cited	list
Prof	Vicki	Lambert	(Department	of
Human	Biology),	Prof	Dan	Stein
(Department	of	Psychiatry	and	Mental
Health)	and	A/Prof	Darren	Martin
(Division	of	Computational	Biology)	have
been	recognised	as	some	of	the	most
frequently	cited	scholars	globally,	as	per
the	Highly	Cited	Researchers	2023	list
released	by	Clarivate,	a	data	analytics
company.
Read	More

	

Staff	Appointments

	

Congratulations	on	the	following	appointments:

A/Prof	Sulaiman
Moosa	was	named	interim
Head	of	Department:
Radiation	Medicine,
effective	1	January
2024.
Read	more	

A/Prof	Rene	Krause	was
appointed	Head	of
Division:	Interdisciplinary
Palliative	Care	and
Medicine	in	the
Department	of	Family,
Community	and
Emergency	Care	(FaCE),
effective	1	January
2024.
Read	more

Ms	Sumaya	Gabriels	was
named	Head	of
Division:	Disability
Studies	in	the	Department
of	Health	and
Rehabilitation	Sciences,
effective	1	February
2024.
Read	more

	

Ms	Isa	Makoka	was	appointed	as	Undergraduate
Academic	Admissions	Manager,	effective	1	April	2024.

	

Do	you	have	exciting	news	or	stories	to	share?
Reach	out	to	FHSNews@uct.ac.za
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