Funding Opportunity Announcement (FOA) 
Global Grand Challenges: Strengthening health and disease modelling for public health decision making in Africa

Mathematical modelling is a valuable tool for informing policy-making and programmatic decision-making in the public health domain. Modelling can be applied to analyse key areas from disease burden estimation, to evaluating the potential impact of control interventions, to informing product development. Approaches to guide public health action led by local modelling units and co-created with decision-makers, bring an invaluable understanding of relevant local/regional context and questions, enabling higher impact.

This funding opportunity seeks proposals for innovative, high-quality modelling projects that will address specific research questions whilst:
· Increasing connectedness between African modelling institutes
· Growing the African modelling ecosystem
· Accelerating the translation of modelling outputs into meaningful policy and programmatic impact

This opportunity is a collaboration between the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation (BMGF) and the Wellcome Trust (Wellcome). Awards will be made either by Wellcome or BMGF depending on the focus area and budgetary scale of the proposed work. At the application stage, all applicants will have to indicate whether their proposal is being made to Wellcome (Option A) or BMGF (Option B).

Wellcome (Option A)
Wellcome's focus is on vector-borne diseases which cause significant morbidity, with a high burden in Africa. This includes a range of diseases spread by vectors (or intermediate hosts), such as mosquitoes and snails. Proposals must focus on Chikungunya, dengue, yellow fever, zika, malaria or schistosomiasis, and address either environmental change or control interventions.

Eligibility
· At least 70% of the funding to go to low-and middle-income country (LMIC) institutions with at least 50% of the funding going to African institutions
· No more than 30% of the project budget can go to HIC institutions
· Span multiple areas/diseases and can include data collection where required to fill key data gaps to inform models
· Include modelling approaches, such as epidemiological, transmission, health economic/cost-effectiveness, geospatial, climate and mechanistic modelling, as well as approaches linking climate and infectious disease modelling

Award
· £3,000,000 for a project duration of 3-5 years

BMGF (Option B)
Proposals to BMGF must address one or more of the thematic areas of focus below and may include additional topics related to understanding of the burden of disease that are aligned with local priorities. All proposals are encouraged to explore how artificial intelligence (in particular, large language models) can be leveraged to advance data management, modelling methods, and communication of project findings. Proposals are also encouraged to consider how their approach will increase knowledge and understanding of gender barriers in modelling OR display how their methodologies would alleviate a known gender gap/issue with respect to the public health theme selected.

Proposals should address one or more of the following thematic areas:
· HIV
· Neglected tropical diseases
· Malaria and climate
· Malaria control interventions
· Enteric and diarrheal diseases
· Primary health care service delivery and management
· Maternal and newborn health
· Nutrition
· Immunization program planning and policy
· The impact of climate and environmental change on population movement and impact on transmission/burden of diseases

Eligibility
· At least 80% of the funding to go to African institutions
· No more than 20% of the project budget can go to institutions outside of Africa
· Questions and approaches to be tailored to the local context and aligned with the interests of local decision-makers to ensure translation to local public health impact. Priority will be given to applications from high burden countries
·  Span multiple thematic areas, and include modelling approaches, such as epidemiological, transmission, health economic/cost-effectiveness, geospatial, climate and mechanistic modelling

Award
· $1,000,000 for a project duration of 3- 5 years
 
Submission Deadlines: 
This proposal requires the PI to complete an online application on the Funder Portal as well as requesting Faculty-level approval via UCT’s electronic Research Administration (eRA) system, prior to submission of the application. 

	  
	Deadline 

	PI to initiate an eRA proposal approval request and contact the Departmental Finance Officer no later than   
	29 September 2023  

	PI to submit an eRA proposal approval request to the Finance Approver step on eRA no later than  
	16 October 2023  

	 Funder deadline (PI to submit proposal on funder portal)
	23 October 2023


 
Please complete this FHS intention-to-submit form by 29 September 2023 if you intend applying for this call. Please note that completion of this form is for the purposes of internal support and tracking, it is not linked to funder application processes and does not commit you to applying to this opportunity.  

For any queries, including the contact details of the relevant institutional authority, please contact the Research Development Team  
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