Funding Opportunity Announcement (FOA)
Wellcome Trust Mental Health Award:
Understanding how anxiety- and trauma-related problems develop, persist and resolve 

This Mental Health Award will fund researchers to investigate the causal mechanisms through which brain, body and environment interact over time in the development, persistence and resolution of anxiety- and trauma-related disorders. Wellcome’s aim is to drive a transformative change in our ability to intervene as early as possible in the course of anxiety, depression and psychosis, in ways that reflect the priorities and needs of people who experience these problems. 
 To be eligible to apply, applicants must address at least one of the following two priorities:
1. Research that considers multiple levels of explanation
2. Research in low- and middle-income countries
Applications must focus on the causal mechanisms underlying the development, persistence and/or resolution of anxiety-related problems. Proposals do not need to focus on all three stages; they can focus on just one, two or three.
Eligibility: 
Wellcome encourages applications from:
· Diverse and inter-disciplinary teams, with collaborations covering multiple areas of expertise
· Teams involving people with lived experience of mental health problems as lead applicants, coapplicants and/or collaborators
· The Lead Applicant must: 
· Have the experience needed to drive and lead a collaborative, large-scale research project and/or the necessary support structures in place to enable this. 
· Have a permanent, open-ended or long-term rolling contract or the guarantee of one for the duration of the award. The contract should not be conditional on receiving this award. 
· Be able to contribute at least 20% of their research time to this project.  
Award details:  
· Grants are available for up to five years and applicants may request and up to £4 million. 
 
Submission process and deadlines:
The funder application process has two steps: Preliminary Application and Full Application (if invited). The Preliminary Application involves the completion of an online form that does not save your progress. Prepare your preliminary responses using the sample preliminary form. 
 
In addition to completing the funder’s online form, this application requires the PI to request institutional approval via UCT’s electronic Research Administration (eRA) system, prior to final submission on the funder’s portal. 

	   
	Deadline 

	PI to initiate an eRA proposal approval request and contact the Departmental Finance Officer no later than    
	3 October 2023   

	PI to submit an eRA proposal approval request to the Finance Approver step on eRA no later than   
	31 October 2023   

	RC&I to action approval no later than  
	14 November 2023 

	Full proposal deadline (if invited)
	5 March 2024


Please complete this FHS intention-to-submit form by 3 October 2023 if you intend submitting a preliminary application. Please note that completion of this form is for the purposes of internal support and tracking, it is not linked to funder application processes and does not commit you to applying to this opportunity. 
 
For any further queries, please contact the Research Development Team. 
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