
Upcoming changes to NIH 
biosketch and Other Support forms



Current state

Outline

New state:  Biosketches

New state:  Other support

New state:  UCT info



Effort committed to Sponsored (Funded) Projects

Sponsored Project = project funded via a grant
Committed Effort = time spent working on a grant-funded project.  You cannot be committed 
more than 100% to sponsored projects.

Some funders require more strict accounting of investigators’ time spent on grant-funded 
projects to ensure the projects they fund get the expected effort commitment.



Current state

Allow certain items to be submitted later while application is under consideration
If changes then verify accuracy and validity of all administrative, fiscal, and 
programmatic information

Any of these could be due at JIT, depending on your project requirements: 
• Certification of IRB (HREC at UCT)
• Verification of IACUC (What do we call animal ethics here?)
• Human subjects education requirement
• Human Embryonic Stem Cells (hESCs)
• Genomic Data Sharing Institutional Certification
• Other Information Requested by the Awarding IC (budget revisions, 

clarifications)
• Other Support form

2.5.1 Just-in Time Procedures

The Other Support form is required for all individuals designated in an application as 
Senior/Key personnel.

If changes to Other Support, you update during Research Performance Progress 
Report (RPPR).

All Senior/Key personnel and Other Significant Contributors 
must submit a biosketch

Other Support Biosketches



New state: Biosketch

• Section B: ‘Positions and Honors’ has been renamed ‘Positions, Scientific Appointments, and Honors.’

• For the non-Fellowship Biosketch, Section D, “Additional Information: Research Support and/or Scholastic 
Performance” has been removed. Applicants may include details on ongoing and completed research 
projects from the past three years that they want to draw attention to within the personal statement, Section 
A.

• For the Fellowship Biosketch, Section D “Additional Information: Research Support and/or Scholastic 
Performance” has been updated to remove ‘Research Support.’  Applicants may include details on ongoing 
and completed research projects from the past three years that they want to draw attention to within the 
personal statement, Section A.

From 25 Jan 2022 failure to follow the appropriate Biosketch format may cause 
NIH to withdraw your application from consideration.



New state: Biosketch

Use SciENcv to ensure you always format correctly.

NB:  NIH is finalizing the SciENcv template for Other Support and 
anticipates that the template will be available beginning in FY 2022.   

(FY 2022 started on October 1)

Contact internationalgrants@uct.ac.za for help with SciENcv.



Requirement
The format page has been re-organized to separate funded projects from in-kind contributions.

Signature block added for PD/PI or Other Senior/Key Personnel to certify the accuracy of the information. Each PD/PI or senior/key personnel 
must sign their respective Other Support form as a PDF prior to submission.

Immediate notification of undisclosed Other Support. The recipient must submit updated Other Support to the Grants Management Specialist 
named in the Notice of Award as soon as it becomes known.

New state:  Other support

The new format includes all years of all active support. 
Prior format requested only current year. 

Active project details has changed format and some required info.



New state:  Other support

https://grants.nih.gov/grants/forms/othersupport.htm

NIH guidance is available Templates and examples are available



If the applicant organization is a foreign institution, does the researcher need to provide copies of their contract 
with the applicant organization?
No. The researcher’s employment contract with the applicant organization does not need to be provided. Contracts, grants or 
any other agreements with outside entities, such as other foreign organizations, must be provided.

Follow the FAQs on the NIH site:
https://grants.nih.gov/faqs#/other-support-and-foreign-components.htm

NIH does not allow electronic signatures on attachments in electronic applications. Will electronic signatures be 
accepted on Other Support submissions?
Other Support submissions must be submitted as a flattened PDF, after all signatures are obtained (see Format 
Attachments for more details). Recipients and applicants may use the electronic signature software of their choice, and in 
alignment with their institutional practices. A typed name is not an electronic signature and is not acceptable.

New state:  Other support



New state:  UCT

• eRA users will see small changes to the “Key Information” 
tab in the PI/Co-PI section so that we can name all known 
individuals on an application and understand their 
committed effort.

• Finance staff will capture new info in eRA to better track 
effort committed to sponsored projects.

• Further updates will continue to follow

We anticipate a growing requirement from major funders to 
account for investigator effort committed to projects to 

ensure you are not overcommitted.



Questions?
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