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MEDIA RELEASE
From day three of the Third Global Symposium on Health Systems Research

For immediate comment



[bookmark: _GoBack]Inclusive engagement is the key to shaping health systems


Cape Town, South Africa, 3 October 2014, 21h00 SAST – Following a week of dynamic and incisive dialogue among almost 2000 participants from 125 countries on the science and practice of people-centred health systems, the Third Global Symposium on Health Systems Research in Cape Town, South Africa concluded on Friday 3 October 2014 with reflections on the meeting, the declaration of the Cape Town Statement and the announcement of the 2016 Symposium.  

During a programme totalling four plenary sessions, 170 concurrent and satellite sessions, 572 posters and 11 films, the Symposium provided a collective platform where participants deepened their understanding of people-centred health systems by sharing the challenges and possibilities presented by evidence, questions, concepts and practice generated in this evolving and important field of research.  

Whilst the previous Symposium was focused on universal health coverage, the challenges presented by the current ebola epidemic emphasized the need for improvement of health systems – and for research – at a global level.

The discussions at this year’s Symposium were underpinned by the fundamental principle of the right to health for all and the fostering of “horizontal partnerships” which support inclusive participation of communities in their dialogues with institutional mechanisms.

The Cape Town Statement contained several cross-cutting recommendations which have implications for policy makers, activists, community members, managers, researchers, educators, who are involved in health systems:

The process of building health systems needs to adopt a more participatory approach in which communities have a stronger voice in, not only defining their emerging health needs, but also in planning and monitoring health.  Indeed, the need for greater social activism was identified as a key link to the attainment of universal health coverage.  Respondents cited the example set by the HIV/AIDS advocacy movement in South Africa, which brought about meaningful change in HIV/AIDS treatment and care for millions of people.

To this end, in order to bridge knowledge gaps between different health systems actors, the development of a common language around health systems and health systems research.  The improvement in communicating knowledge to diverse groups within health systems networks, was considered to be a priority action over the next two years.

However, the continuum of strengthening health systems depends on the commitment to develop future generations of health policy and systems researchers.  As a complex and interdisciplinary field, capacity building is not only represented by growing skills in different research techniques and methodologies, but also in helping young researchers to understand how their work is used in policy and decision-making.  

Furthermore, health systems research must be conducted in the spirit of collaboration with and for the benefit of health workers to empower them to provide people-centred health services.  Research should play a pivotal role in bringing together the priorities of policy, programme and community.

In closing the Cape Town Symposium, the new Chair of Health Systems Global, Sara Bennett concluded with the following remarks: “It is interesting to note that the focus of our discussions has shifted from financial drivers in health systems to the necessity to improve service delivery.  The health environment is changing constantly and our work in health policy and systems research must reflect the changing global context.  The discussions here have brought together a wide range of people involved in the field and begun cross-boundary collaboration.  We need to expand this collaboration to include, for example, ethicists and legal experts.”

The Fourth Global Symposium on Health Systems Research will take place in Vancouver, Canada in 2016.

ENDS

Notes to editors:
· Learn more about the Symposium: http://hsr2014.healthsystemsresearch.org/
· Twitter: @H_S_Global  (#HSR2014)
· View archived plenary webcasts: http://hsr2014.healthsystemsresearch.org/


About the co-sponsors of the Symposium:
Health Systems Global is dedicated to promoting health systems research and knowledge translation. Its activities span three broad areas of work, namely: creating new knowledge; supporting knowledge translation, and applying new knowledge in real world settings.

Alliance for Health Policy and Systems Research / World Health Organization promotes the generation and use of health policy and systems research (HPSR) as a means to improve health and health systems in developing countries. 

The National Department of Health of South Africa aims to improve the health status citizens through prevention of illness and the promotion of healthy lifestyles, wellness and to consistently improve the health care delivery system by focusing on access, equity, efficiency, quality and sustainability. The Department is implementing its policy on National Health Insurance, based on the principles of universal health coverage, to transform the health system and grant all citizens access to good quality health services irrespective of their socio-economic status. 

The South Africa Local Organizing Consortium is made up of five world-known organizations that have a long track record of collaboration in education, research and knowledge translation for health systems development. Together they seek to strengthen the community of health policy and systems’ practitioners and researchers working in South Africa and throughout Africa, in support of equitable health system development. These organizations are the University of Cape Town, University of the Western Cape, Health Systems Trust, Stellenbosch University and the South African Medical Research Council.
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