
 

 

National Science & Technology Fo-
rum (NSTF) Awards are 10 Years Old 
The 10th annual NSTF Awards gala dinner was held at 
Emperor’s Palace in Kempton Park recently. Out-
standing contributions towards science, engineering and 
technology were recognised at the event. 

The Minister of Science and Technology, Mr 
Mosibudi Mangena, is the official patron of the NSTF 
Awards which have, as their motto, “Today’s Research, 
Tomorrow’s Innovation”. As part of the celebrations, the 
72 previous winners of NSTF Awards were again hon-
oured for their ongoing leadership and mentorship. 

The Faculty of Health Sciences has had considerable 
success over the past few years, with previous winners 
including: Wieland Gevers and Tim Noakes (lifetime 
achievement); Iqbal Parker (senior black researcher); 
Tania Douglas and Heidi Segal (young black research-
ers); and Kit Vaughan (research and its outputs). 

This year we had two finalists in Dan Stein (research 
and its outputs) and Virna Leaner (young black re-

searcher). This was a significant achievement for both of 
them, with Virna making it all the way to the winner’s 
podium! In her acceptance speech she paid tribute to her 
family, her PhD mentor and the Faculty, all of whom 
were represented at the event (sister Joy, mentor Iqbal 
Parker, and Deputy Dean Kit Vaughan). 

Virna Leaner’s research addresses the molecular 
biology underlying the development of cancer, in par-
ticular cervical cancer, one of the most common cancers 
affecting women in developing countries. Using stem 
cell culture models, Virna and her colleagues have 
shown that extensive transcriptional changes occur in 
cells during the process of oncogenesis. These changes 
are of special interest as they provide clues for potential 
markers of the disease as well as therapeutic targets. 

 

Prestigious Fellowship 
When Dr Molebogeng Rangaka finished her medical 
degree at UCT, she could have followed any medical 
speciality, but she chose the highly challenging field of 
public health and infectious disease. 

However, she is confident that she's made the right 
decision. "Given the scale of the HIV and TB problem in 
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The past weeks have been witness to some of the 
darkest days in our recent past, as xenophobia 
took hold in our poorest communities, resulting 
in the most abhorrent assaults on human life, 
human dignity, and human rights.  In a province 
which politicians have declared a “home for all”, 
thousands of displaced people are still without 
adequate shelter, water and sanitation, and a 
potential time bomb of serious disease outbreaks 
is being held at bay by the efforts of the state, 
with support from a civil society alliance. In this 
alliance, some of our staff and students, and in 
particular, SHAWCO, TAC and other bodies 
with which members of our Faculty community 
are associated, have been hard at work for the 
past week. On behalf of the Faculty, I extend 

our appreciation to all of those who have rallied 
in response to the immediate disaster. 

There are many challenges inherent in this 
situation, for there are issues related to the 
health, social and legal situation of the displaced 
communities. The larger question of economic 
scarcity affects all who live in South Africa, 
which demands longer-term strategies if there is 
to be a sustainable solution for thousands of 
South Africans who are still without food secu-
rity, adequate shelter, water and sanitation. 

From our limited experience, we have learnt 
a few lessons about our capacity to contribute to 
both the short- and the long-term responses.  
Firstly, we have the capacity to respond to crisis 
by working together as a Faculty and University 

community of concern. At short notice, students 
and staff were mobilised, and the good working 
relationship in the group bodes well for encour-
aging student participation in other Faculty 
challenges. Secondly, this was a good case study 
of the primary health care approach in practice. 
For not only has the planning been based on 
evidence derived from site surveys, but there 
have been strong collaborations between sectors, 
and between the state and civil society, to en-
sure effective impact. And most importantly, we 
need to look anew at how we can reduce pov-
erty and advance equity through our teaching, 
our research and our service in health.  For now, 
our thoughts are with all those affected by this 
tragic situation. 

DEAN’S CORNER 

Alumnus Wins Hu-
manitarian Award 
The battle-field surgeon Jona-
than Kaplan has become the 7th 
recipient of the prestigious 
Robert Burns Humanitarian 
Award, bestowed in honour of 
Scotland's 18th Century poet. 

Kaplan grew up in South 
Africa and studied medicine at 
UCT during the 1970s. After 
completing his internship he 
went into exile to avoid serving 
in the South African Army. 
Since then he has worked in 
conflict situations in places as 
diverse as Angola, Burma, Bagh-
dad and Kurdistan.  

Much of Kaplan's work has 
seen him perform life-saving 
surgery with limited resources. 
Accepting the award, he said: "I 
have worked alongside people of 
great generosity of spirit and 
been inspired by many from 
within and beyond the practice 
of medicine. I accept this acco-
lade on their behalf, in the hope 
that it might inspire others".  

Kaplan is also the author of 
two books, The Dressing Station 
(2001) and Contact Wounds 
(2007), in which he gives an 
honest account of conducting 
surgery in extreme and primitive 
conditions. 

Minister of Science and Technology, Mr Mosibudi 
Mangena, Dr Virna Leaner of UCT, and Dr Romila 
Maharaj of the National Research Foundation. 



 

 

our society, and the fact that very few medical gradu-
ates follow this route, it makes sense that I chose this 
field”, she says. 

Rangaka's work received a boost when the Well-
come Trust awarded her a research training fellowship 
recently. She will do a three-year doctoral course at the 
London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine, 
where she obtained her master's degree in epidemiol-
ogy. In her work, she hopes to evaluate whether new 
blood-based methods of identifying TB infection that 
can predict who will develop active TB. 

“All of us have the TB germ," she says. "The only 
available test for tuberculosis infection (Mantoux), as 
recommended by the government, makes diagnosis 
very difficult, especially in HIV-infected people”. 

“It doesn't accurately tell us who is likely to de-
velop active TB and who is likely to benefit from TB 
preventative therapy. Hopefully, this research may give 
us something better than we have had thus far”. 

[Myolisi Gophe] 
 

Centre for Clinical Infectious Dis-
eases Research 
The fight against HIV and TB received a boost when 
the Wellcome Trust recently granted a consortium of 
researchers, led by Associate Professor Robert Wilkin-
son, £3-million (R45 million) to establish a Centre for 
Clinical Infectious Disease Research at UCT. 

“The UCT centre will focus on HIV and TB, which 
are among the main causes of death in Sub-Saharan 
Africa”, says Wilkinson, a Senior Fellow of Clinical 
Tropical Medicine of the Wellcome Trust, the UK's 
largest medical research charity, and a member of the 
Institute of Infectious Disease and Molecular Medicine. 

Wilkinson says the situation is dire, with life expec-
tancy falling to below 50 years in a number of African 
countries, and comments, "Added to the crisis is that 
remaining in Africa to help combat these problems is 
not attractive for the few doctors and scientists that the 
continent produces”. 

He adds that "We therefore requested an increase in 
the core support to an existing group of Wellcome Trust 
and other agency-funded researchers in Southern Af-
rica, to link them more effectively and thereby provide 
better career prospects for African researchers." 

Around 25 entry positions in research will be estab-
lished to develop the skills of scientists working in 

Southern Africa so that they can better compete for 
their own funding. In addition, the capacity to conduct 
clinical and laboratory research will be enhanced. 

[Monday Paper] 
 

Recognition for Outstanding Student 
Marijke Geldenhuys, Quality Assurance and Profes-
sional Development Manager at the South African TB 
Vaccine Initiative (SATVI), received the "Outstanding 
Health Sciences Student Award", as well as her MSc in 
Clinical Research Administration at the George Wash-
ington University in Washington, DC. 

For Marijke, who is married with two young chil-
dren, the completion of this course within two years 
while still working full-time, was “the most difficult 
journey I have ever undertaken, yet absolutely worth 
the effort. But I would never have been able to do this 
without the support of my family”. 

Marijke believes that her studies, funded through a 
grant from the National Institutes of Health (NIH), 
honed her clinical research skills and equipped her with 
knowledge and expertise that impacts directly on the 
type of work that SATVI does. 

“My bitter-sweet love affair with George Washing-
ton University started a little over two years ago”, says 
Marijke. “I remember as if it were yesterday how close 
to tears of frustration and trepidation I was when I 
realized what I was letting myself in for. Things my 
American classmates took for granted were foreign to 
me”. It is her vision “to improve this situation, and to 
ignite a groundswell of interest, education and training 
in clinical research. I am confident that such a pro-
gramme will be very valuable for the future develop-
ment of clinical research as a possible career path in 
South Africa”. 

(Continued from page 1) 
Sandwich Factory  
Every month the School of Pub-
lic Health and Family Medicine 
has a departmental tea to cele-
brate special events such as 
birthdays, to welcome newcom-
ers, to honour leaving staff and 
to acknowledge staff achieve-

ments. However, May's depart-
mental tea had a different 
agenda. In an effort to make a 
collective contribution to the 
humanitarian crisis sweeping our 
country with the attacks on 
foreigners, staff instead took a 
knife in hand to create a success-
ful sandwich factory. 

[Andrea Rother]  

Monthly Quiz 
Denis Diderot (1713-1784) was 
the brightest light of the French 
Enlightenment—a man of pas-
sion and genius. As indicated 
above, his magnum opus was the 
Encyclopédie  to which he con-
tributed 1,000 articles. What are 
the names of two famous Ameri-
cans who contributed to this 35-
volume work? Send your an-
swers to: kit.vaughan@uct.ac.za. 

Answer to last month’s quiz: 
Archbishop Desmond Tutu 
earned both his bachelor’s and 
master’s degrees in theology 
from King’s College, University 
of London. He was awarded the 
Nobel Prize for Peace in 1984. 
Rae Thomas was the winner of 
the R100 book voucher. 

This month’s choice is a catalogue by Fritha 
Langerman, a senior lecturer in the Michaelis 
School of Fine Art, where she teaches printmak-
ing: 

Langerman F (2008) The Knowledge Cham-
bers, An Exhibition Series, ISBN 9 780620 
408318, Artspace Gallery, Johannesburg. 

According to Anna Tietze of UCT’s Depart-
ment of Historical Studies, “This body of work 
engages with the idea of systems of knowledge, 
vast compendia of ideas that explain our world. 
It does so by making reference to three of the 

great knowledge systems of history: the rose 
windows of mediaeval churches, the 18th cen-
tury Encyclopédie edited by French philosopher 
Denis Diderot, and the modern phenomenon of 
the Google search engine”. 

As an extension of this exhibition, the Phar-
macology Division of the Department of Medi-
cine commissioned Fritha to produce a body of 
work at the entrance to their department. Next 
time you are in the Old GSH, visit the K-floor to 
experience this extraordinarily uplifting exhibi-
tion. It brings another dimension to scholarship! 

Publication of the Month 

P lea se  e -ma i l  s tor i e s  fo r  the  Ju l y  2008  ed i t ion  to  k i t . v aughan@uct . a c . z a   |   Te l :  021  406  6633  



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /FRA <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for improved printing quality. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308000200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e30593002537052376642306e753b8cea3092670059279650306b4fdd306430533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e30593002>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


