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Brian Watermeyer, Judith McKenzie, Leslie Swartz (Eds.)

The Palgrave Handbook of
Disability and Citizenship in
the Global South

« Provides a much needed perspective on the relationship between disability and
citizenship in the Global South

» Engages the unique case of the South African experience at a time of ongoing
democratic transition

* Brings together an eclectic group of authors from academia, the policy world as
well as civil society, engaging with hands on questions and issues surrounding
everyday challenges of the disabled: from transportation, to participation in the

broader economy

This handbook questions, debates and subverts commonly held assumptions about disability
and citizenship in the global postcolonial context. Discourses of citizenship and human rights,
so elemental to strategies for addressing disability-based inequality in wealthier nations,
have vastly different ramifications in societies of the Global South, where resources for
development are limited, democratic processes may be uncertain, and access to education,
health, transport and other key services cannot be taken for granted. In a broad range of
areas relevant to disability equity and transformation, an eclectic group of contributors
critically consider whether, when and how citizenship may be used as a lever of change in
circumstances far removed from UN boardrooms in New York or Geneva. Debate is
polyvocal, with voices from the South engaging with those from the North, disabled people
with nondisabled, and activists and politicians intersecting with researchers and
theoreticians. Along the way, accepted wisdoms on a host of issues in disability and

international development are enriched and problematized.
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