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OUR ACADEMIC LEADERSHIP AT UCT

Dr J.P. Duminy
Principal and Vice-Chancellor
1958-1967

Professor B. Bromilow-Downing
Dean of the Faculty of Medicine
1957-1977



Anzio Road as it looked in 1961





PMH: In our day a dynamic hub; now part of history



New Somerset Hospital

Opened in 1862 – and still going strong – it is the oldest 
hospital in southern Africa, and UCT and the country’s first 
teaching hospital



Ronald (“Tubby”) Singer, our Anatomy lecturer and a renowned 
physical anthropologist



“Oom Daan” Coetzee (Anatomy Department) – curator of 
cadavers and author of Living with the Dead



Zwarrie taught us biochemistry in 2nd year and ran the practicals. In
1933 he and Dr Hillel Shapiro discovered the Xenopus (frog) test for the
diagnosis of pregnancy. This test, which was used worldwide for at least
25 years, was one of the two breakthroughs from UCT Medical School
that made medical history – the other, of course, being the 1st heart
transplant in December 1967.

Professor Zwarenstein



Eureka! It’s Norman Sapeika
Our Pharmacology professor, deftly captured by classmate Lex Boltman



Eyebrows Thomson



Dickie Lang, better known to the world as “Dr Lang of Africa”



Nutrition Brock





At the bedside with Professor Frank Forman



Professor Forman retires (December 1963)



Baby Ford



Professor Kench

Our Man from 
Manchester

Bloimey! I’ve been 
transaminated!



Masterly surgeon, superb teacher, hard taskmaster



Henry Walton lectured to us in psychiatry for a brief period (February –March 1962) before 
leaving to take up a chair at the University of Edinburgh. 

Do you recall how he shocked the class by calling out two four-letter words during one of his 
lectures? He was succeeded by the far more discreet Lynn Gillis.



(APRIL 1962)





The “naming” of Groote  Schuur’s new maternity block (1961) after the 
great man himself



Appointed to the chair of 
O&G at 35, James Louw 
was the then youngest 
professor at UCT

The great man himself



Drawn by Lex Boltman (1961) 

(Do you see the point?)



“OUT!”   Banished by James Louw for arriving a minute late 
for his lecture.



Kipps

WellsSloan

JamesBrock

Jannie

Snakes & Ladders: A Medical Student’s  Nightmare



Members of our class identified
John Steer (President) Lynne Heselson (Vice-President)

Jane van Jaarsveld (5th Year Class Rep) Donald Nuss

Medical Students’ Council (1961-1962)



At our Final Year dinner: Lady Peel, Professor James Louw and Sir John
Peel, visiting lecturer from London and the Queen’s obstetrician.
(Background: George Rosenberg and Fabrizio Casale).

Note: Four months after this photograph was taken, James Louw was
dead – at the age of 48. John Peel went on to live to 101. Such is life!



AT LAST – THE MB ChB!



From The Cape Argus, 
Thursday 12 December 1963 



HEARTIEST CONGRATULATIONS AND GOOD WISHES 

TO THE 

DISTINGUISHED MB ChB CLASS OF 1963 

ON THE 

GRAND OCCASION 

OF THEIR 

GOLDEN JUBILEE
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