CRI QUARTERLY NEWSLETTER:
January - March 2020

Welcome to the first CRI quarterly newsletter
for 2020. The newsletter showcases the many
cancer-related research activities in the Faculty of
Health Sciences to research colleagues, clinicians,
funders and the public. The quarterly newsletter is
available via email and is published on the CRI website.

Millions of people around the world are in lockdown in
an effort to curtail the spread of COVID-19. We salute
the hardworking teams of healthcare professionals who
working around the clock.

News & events

eDuring the pandemic CRI will present a summary of
emerging research articles and clinical practice
guidelines related to cancer and COVID-19. We will
send out a weekly email with this information to all on
our CRI cancer mailing list. You can also access the
information on our twitter page (@UctCri) and on our
website.

eCongratulations to Prof Prince for being awarded the
following grants:

« Faculty Health Science Stimulus award
(Category 3:Research Centre/Unit/Established
Researchers Stimulus Grant)

< University Equipment Committee (UEC) grant
(sourced from UCT CAPEX) for an EVOS M5000
Imaging System

% NRF Competitive
Researchers grant

< NRF/S3o Paulo Research Foundation (FAPESP)
of Brazil Joint Science and Technology Research
Collaboration grant

«» Oppenheimer Memorial Trust Sabbatical
Fellowship and a Sao Paulo Research foundation
(FAPESP) grant as a Visiting Professor in the
Departamento de Farmacologia, Instituto de
Ciéncias Biomédicas, Universidade de S3o Paulo,
Brazil from 1st June to 30th November 2019.

Programme for Rated

eThe Prince laboratory is hosting Prof Stefan FT Weiss,
from the University of Witwatersrand for a 1 year
period (July 2019 to July 2020) during his sabbatical.

eThe UCT/SAMRC Gynaecology Cancer Research Centre
has received news of funding of R2 million per year for
a further 3 years. Congratulations Prof Denny and the
team.

eThe Community Health Intervention Programmes

(CHIPs) of Sports Science Institute of South Africa
(SSISA), the Division of Exercise Science and Sports
Medicine at the University of Cape Town will be
piloting a new community—based rehabilitation
programme for breast cancer survivors called
Opti-Arm and funded by CANSA and UCT. The
programme is designed by A/Prof Delva Shamley
(Clinical Research Centre) and will be integrated with
the OptiFit Outreach programme of CHIPs in the Delft
community and community leaders. It aims to
establish a sustainable programme to help breast
cancer survivors regain full functionality in their upper
limbs as well as promote general physical activity.
Over time, this program will also empower community
leaders with knowledge and skills to include other
community members with upper limb issues, into the
current OptiFit Outreach programme. Additionally,
the programme will aim to establish the feasibility,
sustainability, and effectiveness of this programme
through a long-term research study.

eThe 14th UCT Karl Storz Head and Neck Surgery
Fellow, Dr Getachew Melese, will be completing his
training at the end of March to return to Ethiopia. The
15th fellow will be from Madagascar. Congratulations
Dr Getechew.

eWorld Cancer Day 2020. Thank you to all that
participated in the photo awareness campaign. Here
are a few photos ....

You can find all the photos on the UICC and CRI twitter
hashtags:
#WorldCancerDay. UICC has acknowledged our efforts

pages under these #lamandlwill

to combat cancer with a certificate of appreciation.
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oFarewell: Sharing a moment of farewell in
appreciation of Amanda Edwards. Thank you for your
commitment and dedication. Wishing you all the very

best Amanda.

o

o

eWelcome to Dr Chukwudi Nnaji who recently joined
the CRI core team. Chuks is a PhD student with a
background in clinical medicine (MBBS) and in public
health (MPH), His research interests include evidence
based medicine and implementation science.

Database feature

This year we would like to feature the various hospital
cancer databases that the CRI supports in our Quarterly
Newsletter. In this quarter we feature the Breast Cancer
Database, managed by Dr Francoise Malherbe. The
database is designed to document all cases diagnosed
with breast cancer and their outcomes. Patients are
followed from outpatient department through to
surgery, radiation oncology and palliative care.

Dr Malherbe and team developed a poster for the 2020
Annual Global Health Conference based on data in the
Breast Cancer database.

Poster title: Breastfeeding as a protective factor for
Breast Cancer in South African Women: A Pilot Study.
8th Annual Global Health Conference. Houston, United
States. March 2020

Authors: Booker, QS; Messiah, SE; Malherbe F; Roodt L;
Cairncross L; Jetelina KKJ.

Upcoming events

further
cancer

Postponed till notice:  sexuality and
gynaecological seminar by UCT/SAMRC
Gynaecological Cancer Research Centre (GCRC) in
collaboration with the UCT student society SCORA

For details on events and more visit the CRI website
and our Twitter page: @UctCri
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Please send any cancer-related news,
events, publications and conference
information for the period April- June
2020 for inclusion in our next quarterly
newsletter to:

Linda.Mbuthini@uct.ac.za
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