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CRI QUARTERLY NEWSLETTER: 
April– June 2020 

Welcome to the second CRI quarterly newsletter for 
2020. The newsletter showcases the many cancer-
related research activities in the Faculty of Health 
Sciences to research colleagues, clinicians, funders and 
the public. The quarterly newsletter is available via email 
and published on the CRI website:  
 

In South Africa, lockdown regulations have been eased, 
while COVID-19 cases continue to surge. We feature 
some of the COVID-related activities that our researchers 
are involved in. 
 
News & events 
• How COVID-19 is affecting the Gynaecological 

oncology services at GSH. Update by Dr Tracey Adams 
The Gynaecology team has had to  balance sustaining 
oncology services with minimizing  patient and health 
care workers COVID-19 risk.  
o Theatre lists in gynaecology have been cut 

dramatically to provide beds for COVID-19 cases. As 
a result, the turnover in theatre has decreased 
substantially.  

o All surgeons in gynaecology have been trained on 
safety in preparation for COVID-19.  

o Alternative treatment options are being considered 
for high risk women.  

o Greater use is being made of telemedicine.  
o Changes in how patients access services at L Block, 

GSH.  

It is a different and challenging experience for any 
woman newly diagnosed with cancer in the COVID-19 
era. Despite these constraints, most gynaecological 
services continue to be rendered. 

 
 

 

•  The African Organisation for 
Research and Training in Cancer 
(AORTIC) hosted a series of 
webinars on cancer and COVID-19. Dr Zainab 
Mohammed  discussed strategies for optimising cancer 
patient care in Africa during the COVID-19 pandemic.  

 

• CRI Cancer and COVID-19 weekly summaries 
The CRI has been summarizing key findings and 
recommendations from selected emerging research 
articles, clinical practice guidelines and news related to 
cancer and COVID-19.  We hope that insights from these 
pieces of evidence will help guide how we rethink cancer 
prevention, treatment and care in the context of the 
ongoing pandemic, in view of its unprecedented 
implications for patients, healthcare providers and the 
community in general. We are keen to include research 
and guidelines from African and other low- and middle-
income settings and will feature these as they become 
available. Previous and future editions can be found on 
the CRI website and Twitter page. 
 
Database feature 
The CRI is supporting 2 new cancer databases: the 
urology database and the dermatology database. The 
urology database is a collaborative initiative between Dr 
Hue-Tsi Wu (Division of Anatomical Pathology) and A Prof 
John Lazarus (Division of Urology). This database has just 
passed the development and testing phase and will be 
starting with data collection. The dermatology database 
led by Dr Sandra Pather is still being tested and validated.  

 

Congratulations 
Congratulations to CRI’s Dr Chukwudi Nnaji for being 
nominated as a World Economic Forum (WEF) Young 
Global Leader for the class of 2021. This initiative aims to 
nurture a proactive multi-sectoral, global community of 
the world’s next-generation leaders to influence 
decision-making, facilitate transformation and drive 
positive change. 
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Upcoming events 
The PG CRI is a peer mentorship programme that aims to 
build interdisciplinary collaborations and develop new 
skills to enhance the goal of the CRI., PG CRI is planning 
some exciting online events. For more information please 
have a look at our web page and if you have any other 
questions, comments, suggestions and, if you would like 
to update your contact details please email Saif Khan at 
khnsai002@myuct.ac.za. 

For details on events and more visit CRI website and 
Twitter page  
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 Please send any cancer-related news, events, 
publications and conference information for the period 
July-September 2020 for inclusion in our next quarterly 
newsletter to: 

Linda.Mbuthini@uct.ac.za 


