CRI QUARTERLY NEWSLETTER:
Oct — Dec 2020

Welcome to the last CRI quarterly newsletter for 2020.
The newsletter showcases the many cancer-related
research activities in the Faculty of Health Sciences to
research colleagues, clinicians, funders and the public.
The quarterly newsletter is available via email and
published on the CRI website:

The COVID-19 had dominated much of the past year and
still very much with us. It has affected individuals,
communities and the world in many unimaginable ways.
With the occurrence of second waves and the emergence
of mutant variants of the virus across the globe including
South Africa, the losses of lives and livelihoods continue
to be counted. Within our oncology community, we have
also seen the many enormous ways in which the
pandemic has disrupted what we do — from cancer
prevention, treatment and care, to research as well as
teaching and learning.

News & events

The SAMRC Gynaecological Cancer Research Centre
(GCRC) receives training awards: GCRC has received two
Carnegie-funded Developing Emerging Academic Leaders
(DEAL 2) Awards for URC accredited research groupings
(2021/2022). GCRC received 2 awards: 1 PhD award and
1 postdoctoral Research Fellow award. The award value
for a PhD is R200,000 per annum for two years and the
award value for a Postdoctoral Research Fellow is
R300,00 per annum for two years. Interviews for these
were held in December 2020 and the recipients of these
awards have just been notified. Dr Olivia Carulei was
awarded the Postdoc fellowship and Ms Nonkululeko
Mkwanazi was awarded the PhD fellowship.
Congratulations to them!

Annual UCT Head and Neck Surgery cadaver dissection
workshop: The event was held at the Red Cross Surgical
Skills Center for 18 surgical trainees and specialists from
all over South Africa on 5 and 6 December. Delegates
learned a number of head and neck surgeries such as
neck dissection, thyroidectomy, submandibular gland
resection, parotidectomy and laryngectomy. Kudos to
the Head and Neck team for putting this together!

Grants: Professor Sharon Prince has been awarded the
following grants:

1. International Centre for Genetic Engineering and
Biotechnology (ICGEB) grant collaborative
research programme grant (2021-2023) for her
project entitled “Investigation into the
interaction and co-operation between the
human papillomavirus oncoproteins E6/E7 with
the oncogenic TBX3 transcription factor to
promote cervical cancer cell proliferation and
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migration” in <z, Initiative
collaboration with Dr
Lawrence Banks (ICGEB,
Trieste, Italy), Dr Laura Sichero (Instituto do
Cancer do Estado de S3o Paulo, Brazil) and Dr
Georgia  Schafer (Division of Medical
Biochemistry, Department of Integrative
Biomedical Sciences, and Institute of Infectious
Disease and Molecular Medicine, UCT, South
Africa).

2. SA/France (PROTEA) Call for Joint Proposal grant
(2021-2022) for her project entitled “Cancer
Associated Fibroblasts in Melanoma
Progression” in collaboration with Dr Sophie
Tartare-Deckert at C3M, Inserm, France.
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New Graduates: the following former students from
Professor Prince’s Lab have recently graduated:

1. Dr Rehana Omar (Ph.D.)

2. Mr Lugmaan Mohamed (M.Sc)
Congratulations and best wishes to the new graduates!

Database feature

The CRI continues to support hospital-based cancer
databases within the UCT/Groote Schuur/Red Cross
Children’s Hospital academic complex. This year, we have
added a number of new databases, including the urology
database, dermatology database and the Oncology
COVID-19 database. The database will register all new
cancer patients and all cancer patients attending
radiotherapy or chemotherapy during the COVID-19
pandemic (from March 2020 onwards) from Clinicom and
cross-referenced with the Provincial Health Data Centre
to obtain data of oncology patients diagnosed with
COVID-19.

Upcoming events

World Cancer Day 2021 — 4 February

The World Cancer Day is commemorated every4
February as aglobal initiative led by the Union for
International Cancer Control (UICC). The overarching aim
is to raise worldwide cancer awareness, improving
education and catalysing personal, collective and
government action, towards a world where millions of
preventable cancer deaths are saved and access to life-
saving cancer treatment and care is equal for all. This
year's World Cancer Day's theme, 'l Am and | Will', is all
about you and your commitment to act. We believe that
through our positive actions, together we can reach the
target of reducing the number of premature deaths from
cancer and non-communicable diseases by one third by
2030. To learn more about World Cancer Day, please visit
the World Cancer Day website.

Please let us know if you are planning any World Cancer
Day events.

For details on future events and more visit CRl website

and Twitter page
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Please send any cancer-related news, events,
publications and conference information for the period
Jan-March 2021 for inclusion in our next quarterly
newsletter to:

Dr Chukwudi Nnaji, email: Chukwudi.Nnaji@uct.ac.za
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