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Welcome to the fourth CRI quarterly newsletter for
2021.

Our quarterly newsletters showcase the many cancer-
related research activities in the Faculty of Health
Sciences to research colleagues, clinicians, funders and
the public. Previous editions of the newsletter are
published on the CRI website.

It was amazing seeing the many accomplishments of
colleagues within our UCT oncology community in 2021,
in spite of the continued impact of the COVID-19
pandemic. We wish everyone an even more successful
and fulfilling 2022.

News

e Congratulations to Professor Lynette Denny who
received the Order of the Baobab (Silver) award
from President Cyril Ramaphosa at an investiture
ceremony hosted by the presidency on 18
November. The Order of the Baobab is awarded to
South African citizens for distinguished service in the
fields of: business and the economy; science,
medicine, and for technological innovation; and
community service. The National Order recognises
Prof Denny’s work as a leading researcher in
prevention and early diagnosis of cervical cancer.

See here for more details, including link to Prof
Denny's recent interview by Refiloe Mpakanyane of
FM Radio 702,

e Prof Sharon Prince received the NRF's Hamilton Naki
Award in November 2021. This award honours
individuals for achieving world-class research
performance despite considerable challenges.

e Prof Jennifer Moodley has been appointed as a
Commissioner for the Lancet Commission on Women
and Cancer and as a Scientific Advisor to the Lancet
Commission on Cancer Health and Health Systems.

e The article entitled Sub-Saharan Africa in desperate
need of clinical haematologists, written by Niemah
Davids based on discussions with Prof Vernon Louw
and published on the UCT website, has won an
International Association of Business
Communicators Africa Region Silver Quill award.
This article highlights the scarcity of clinical
haematologists in Sub-Saharan Africa and the critical
need for training medical professionals to ensure
better treatment of patients with blood and bone
marrow disorders, including malignancies. The
article can be found here.

Grants awards

e Prof Moodley (UCT) and Prof Walter (Queen Mary
University of London) have been awarded a four-year
NIHR Global Health Research Group grant for a multi-
country research project titled “Advancing Early
Diagnosis of Cancer in Southern Africa - the African
aWAreness of CANcer and Early Diagnosis (AWACAN-
ED) project”. UCT research team members include
Prof John Ataguba, Dr Tasleem Ras and Dr Chukwudi
Nnaji. Working closely with colleagues at the
University of Zimbabwe and Queen Mary University
of London, as well as with collaborators across
participating research sites and health facilities in
South Africa and Zimbabwe the group will explore
innovative approaches to advancing early diagnosis
of breast, cervical, and colorectal cancer in Southern
Africa. Groote Schuur Hospital collaborators include
Dr Zainab Mohamed (Dept. of Oncology); Dr
Nomonde Mbatani (Dept. of Gynaecology): Dr
Francoise Malherbe and Dr Claire Warden (both from
the Dept. of Surgery).

e Associate Prof Shaheen Mowla has received a three-
year NRF Competitive Support for Unrated
Researchers (CSUR) grant. This will provide funding
support for her research project titled: “Assessment
of therapeutic effects of Traditional Herbal medicine
Dodonaea viscosa on cancers of high prevalence
among HIV-infected people.”

e A/Prof Estelle Verburgh is the recipient of a three-
year grant from the Cancer association of South
Africa (CANSA) for research on improving the
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pathway to timely and accurate lymphoma diagnosis
in South Africa.

e Prof Vernon Louw and A/Prof Estelle Verburgh are
the recipients of the Bristol Myers Squibb Foundation
Collaboration for Multiple Myeloma grant. This grant
will enable collaboration between Institutes across
Southern Africa with the aim of improving multiple
myeloma patient care.

Student/trainee news

e The Division of Clinical Haematology UCT has
appointed three new trainees in Clinical
Haematology, Dr Siphiwe Baloyi, Dr Jonathan Oxley
Oxland and Dr Ashraf Hammad. Two of these posts
were made possible through the Division’s fellowship
funding from the Bristol Myers Squibb Foundation
and Takeda.

e Aaliyah Saferdien, a PhD student of Associate Prof
Shaheen Mowla’s, received the “Most Creative
Poster” award at the HUB-iBMS-Pathology (HiP) Joint
Research Symposium which took place in December
2021.

e Miss Lillian Andera, a PhD candidate in the Division
of Clinical Haematology, presented her work at the
HUB-iBMS-Pathology (HiP) Joint Research
Symposium in December. Her presentation was
entitled: Temporal Trends in HIV-associated
Lymphoma in Cape Town, South Africa.

e Elochukwu Ezenwankwo has received the Global
Health Equity Scholar award from African
Organisation for Research and Training in Cancer
(AORTIC). The award recognises significant
contributions to global health equity and cancer
health disparities research in Africa by early career
researchers and scholars.

Graduation news

e Dr Kudakwashe Simba has passed his Clinical
Haematology exams, allowing him to graduate with
an MPhil and practice as a Clinical Haematologist.

e Dr Cari van Schalkwyk graduated with her PhD in
December. Dissertation title: Modelling the impact of
prevention strategies on cervical cancer incidence in
South Africa. Supervisors: Associate Prof Leigh
Johnson. And Prof Jennifer Moodley.

e The UCT Karl Storz Fellowship Programme has
recently graduated its 15 Fellow in Advanced Head
and Neck Surgery. He is Dr Andy Randriamalala from
Madagascar. Having spent 1 year on the fellowship,
he returns to Madagascar as one of the country’s
only 2 head and neck surgeons.

Congratulations to them!

L-R: Ms Marion Burges of Karl Storz, Dr Andry
Randriamala, and Prof Johannes Fagan of UCT

Recent events

Postgraduate Cancer Research Initiative (PG CRI) 3-
minute Thesis Competition 2021

Our Postgraduate Cancer Research Initiative (PG CRI)
held another successful 3-minute competition 19
October 2021. The competition is a platform for
postgraduate students to showcase their cancer-related
thesis using 1 non-animated slide and non-scientific
language to explain their research topic or proposal to a
general audience. We had prizes for the best
presentations in the Masters and PhD categories:

Research topic Prize winner
Production of targeted therapy | Grace Mayuni (MSc)
for improved brain cancer | Supervisor - Prof Dr
diagnosis and treatment Stefan Barth

Marine compounds: A source | Claire Bellis (PhD)
of targeted anti-cancer drugs | Supervisor - Prof
Sharon Prince
Repurposing drugs that target | Saif Feroz Khan
the interaction between HPV | (PhD)

and TBX3 to treat cervical | Supervisor - Prof
cancer Sharon Prince

SAMRC and UCT Gynaecological Cancer Research Centre
(GCRC) 2021 Research Indaba

The South African Medical Research Council (SAMRC)
and UCT Gynaecological Cancer Research Centre (GCRC)
successfully hosted the 2021 Research Indaba on 17
November 2021. The event was themed: 'Pathways to
the elimination of cervical cancer'.



See more details on the event here.

Sarcoma Outreach in Namibia

Dr Thomas Hilton and team travelled to Namibia on a
Sarcoma outreach in December 2021 and performed a
clinic of 20 cases and a theatre list of 7 cases.

Dr Hilton and team

Lymphoma meeting series

Through its weekly virtual Haematology Deep Dive
academic meeting for education and development of
national collaborations, the Division of Clinical
Haematology UCT has recently hosted meetings on
Hodgkin Lymphoma, Non-Hodgkin Lymphoma and
Peripheral T cell Lymphoma. Presentations have been by
speakers from both national and international academic
centres including UCT, Wits University, UKZN and the
Dana-Farber/Harvard Cancer Centre.

New GCRC research site in Mthatha

The South African Medical Research Council (SAMRC)
and UCT Gynaecological Cancer Research Centre (GCRC)
has established a new research site at the Nelson
Mandela Academic Hospital (NMAH) in Mthatha. The
initial site feasibility visit to Mthatha was done in 2019.
However, due to COVID 19 further activities were
delayed. Ethics approvals from UCT HREC and the Ethics
Committee of NMAH and WSU were gained at end of
2020 and early 2021. GCRC was finally granted
permission to establish an office at NMAH Oncology Unit

in late September 2021. The first patient data was
entered on the 20th of September and to date 47
patients have been enrolled.

Upcoming events

World Cancer Day 2022 - 4 February

The World Cancer Day is commemorated every4
February as aglobal initiative led by the Union for
International Cancer Control (UICC). The overarching aim
is to raise worldwide cancer awareness, improving
education and catalysing personal, collective and
government action, towards a world where millions of
preventable cancer deaths are saved and access to life-
saving cancer treatment and care is equal for all. This
year's World Cancer Day's theme, 'Close the care gap'. To
learn more about World Cancer Day, please visit
the World Cancer Day website.

Please let us know if you are planning any World Cancer
Day events. The CRI is planning a virtual World
Cancer Day virtual event again this year, similar to last
year’s (see highlight of the 2021 event here). We will be
calling for contributions soon.

Training and Funding opportunities

e Training: The African Cancer STARS Training
programme (funded by NCI grant D43-CA260640).
This program provides mentored training for
principal investigators and project managers who are
developing cancer research careers in Sub-Saharan
Africa.

Deadline: 4 February 2022, see more details on the
programme’s website.

e Training: Free e-learning module on COVID-19 and
Cancer Screening offered by International Agency for
Research on Cancer (IARC).

More details on the module and how to enrol can be
found here.

Recent Cancer Publications
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Please send any cancer-related news, events,
publications and conference information for the period
January - March 2022 for inclusion in our next quarterly
newsletter to:

Elochukwu Ezenwankwo,

Email: EZNELO0O1li@myuct.ac.za



